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Marriage Act 1949
1949 CHAPTER 76 12 13 and 14 Geo 6

PART III

MARRIAGE UNDER [F1MARRIAGE SCHEDULE]

Issue of [F1a marriage schedule]

[F126A Opt-in to marriage of same sex couples: places of worship

(1) A marriage of a same sex couple in an appropriately registered building according
to such form and ceremony as the persons to be married see fit to adopt may be
solemnized on the authority of [F2a marriage schedule].

(2) For the purposes of this section “appropriately registered building” means a building
which has been registered under section 43A.

(3) An application for registration of a building under section 43A may not be made unless
the relevant governing authority has given written consent to marriages of same sex
couples.

(4) For that purpose, in relation to a building—
“relevant governing authority” means the person or persons recognised

by the members of the relevant religious organisation as competent for the
purpose of giving consent for the purposes of this section;

“relevant religious organisation” means the religious organisation for
whose religious purposes the building is used.

(5) Nothing in this section is to be taken to relate or have any reference to marriages
solemnized according to the rites of the Church of England.

(6) This section is subject (in particular) to sections 44A to 44C (registration of shared
buildings for marriage of same sex couples) and regulations made under any of those
sections.]
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Textual Amendments
F1 S. 26A inserted (31.10.2013 for specified purposes, 13.3.2014 in so far as not already in force) by

Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 (c. 30), ss. 4(1), 21(3); S.I. 2013/2789, art. 2(a); S.I. 2014/93,
art. 3(b)

F2 Words in s. 26A(1) substituted (4.5.2021) by The Registration of Marriages Regulations 2021 (S.I.
2021/411), reg. 1(2), Sch. 1 para. 11(b) (with Sch. 2)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Pt. 3 applied (13.3.2014) by Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 (c. 30), ss. 1(2)(a), 21(3); S.I.

2014/93, art. 3(a)
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