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Limitation (Enemies and
War Prisoner) Act 1945

1945 CHAPTER 16 8 and 9 Geo 6

Suspension of limitation period where party was an enemy or detained in enemy
territory.

(1) If at any time before the expiration of the period prescribed by any statute of limitation

for the bringing of any action any person who would have been a necessary party to
that action if it had then been brought was an enemy or was detained in enemy territory,
the said period shall be deemed not to have run while the said person was an enemy
or was so detained, and shall in no case expire before the end of twelve months from
the date when he ceased to be an enemy or to be so detained, or from the date of the
passing of this Act, whichever is the later:

Provided that, where any person was only an enemy as respects a business carried on
in enemy territory, this section shall only apply, so far as that person is concerned, to
actions arising in the course of that business.

(2) If it is proved in any action that any person was resident or carried on business or

was detained in enemy territory at any time, he shall for the purposes of this Act be
presumed to have continued to be resident or to carry on business or to be detained,
as the case may be, in that territory until it ceased to be enemy territory, unless it is
proved that he ceased to be resident or to carry on business or to be detained in that
territory at an earlier date.

(3) If two or more periods have occurred in which any person who would have been such

a necessary party as aforesaid was an enemy or was detained in enemy territory, those
periods shall be treated for the purposes of this Act as one continuous such period
beginning with the beginning of the first period and ending with the end of the last
period.
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S. 1(1), as substituted for Scotland by para. (@) of s. 4, amended by Prescription and Limitation
(Scotland) Act 1984 (c. 45, SIF 97), s. 6(1), Sch. 1 para. 1
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