
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

Universities Tests Act 1871
1871 CHAPTER 26

3 Persons taking lay academical degrees or holding lay academical or collegiate
offices not to be required to subscribe any formulary of faith, &c.

From and after the passing of this Act, no person shall be required, upon taking or to
enable him to take any degree (other than a degree in divinity) -within, the Universities
of Oxford, Cambridge, and Durham, or any of them, or upon exercising or to enable
him to exercise any of the rights and privileges which may heretofore have been or may
hereafter be exercised by graduates in the said universities or any of them, or in any
college subsisting at the time of the passing of this Act in any of the said universities,
or upon taking or holding or to enable him to take or hold any office in any of the
said universities or any such college as aforesaid, or upon teaching or to enable him
to teach within any of the said universities or any such college as aforesaid, or upon
opening or to enable him to open a private hall or hostel in any of the said universities
for the reception of students, to subscribe any article or formulary of faith, or to make
any declaration or take any oath respecting his religious belief or profession, or to
conform to any religious observance, or to attend or abstain from attending any form
of public worship, or to belong to any specified church, sect, or denomination; nor
shall any person be compelled, in any of the said universities or any such college as
aforesaid, to attend the public worship of any church, sect, or denomination to which
he does not belong: Provided that—

(1) Nothing in this section shall render a layman or a person not a member of the Church
of England eligible to any office or capable of exercising any right or privilege in any
of the said universities or colleges, which office, right, or privilege, under the authority
of any Act of Parliament or any statute or ordinance of such university or college in
force at the time of the passing of this Act, is restricted to persons in holy orders,
or shall remove any obligation to enter into holy orders which is by such authority
attached to any such office.

(2) Nothing in this section shall open any office (not being an office mentioned in this
section) to any person who is not a member of the Church of England, where such
office is at the passing of this Act confined to members of the said Church by reason
of any such degree as aforesaid being a qualification for holding that office.


