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Railway Regulation Act 1842
1842 CHAPTER 55

IX Gates at level Crossings to be kept closed across the Road. Proviso.

And whereas by an Act passed in the Second and Third Years of Her present Majesty,
and intituled An Act to amend an Act of the Fifth and Sixth Years of His late Majesty
King William the Fourth relating to Highways, it was enacted, that whenever a
Railway crosses or shall hereafter cross any Turnpike Road, or any other Highway
or Statute Labour Road for Carts or Carriages in Great Britain, the Proprietors or
Directors of the said Railway shall make and maintain good and sufficient Gates across
each End of such Turnpike or other Road at each End of the said Crossings, and shall
employ good and proper Persons to open and shut such Gates, so that the Persons,
Carts, or Carriages passing along such Turnpike or other Road shall not be exposed
to any Danger or Damage by the passing of any Carriages or Engines along the said
Railway : And whereas by the Acts relating to certain Railways it is provided that such
Gates shall be kept constantly closed across the Railway, except during the Time when
Carriages or Engines passing along the Railway shall have to cross such Turnpike or
other Road: And whereas Experience has shown that it is more conducive to Safety
that such Gates should be kept closed across the Turnpike or other Road instead of
across the Railway; be it therefore enacted, That, notwithstanding any thing to the
contrary contained in any Act of Parliament heretofore passed, such Gates shall be
kept constantly closed across each End of such Turnpike or other Roads, in lieu of
across the Railway, except during the Time when Horses, Cattle, Carts, or Carriages
passing along such Turnpike or other Road shall have to cross such Railway ; and
such Gates shall be of such Dimensions and so constructed as, when closed across the
Ends of such Turnpike or other Roads, to fence in the Railway, and prevent Cattle or
Horses passing along the Road from entering upon the Railway while the Gates are
closed : Provided always, that it shall be lawful for the Lords of the said Committee,
in any Case in which they are satisfied that it will be more conducive for the- public
Safety that the Gates at any level Crossing over any such Turnpike or other Road
should be kept closed across the Railway, to order and direct that such Gates shall
be kept so closed, instead of across the Road; and such Order of the Lords of the
said Committee shall be a sufficient Authority for the Directors or Proprietors of any
Railway Company to whom such Order is addressed for keeping such Gates closed,
in the Manner directed by the Lords of the said Committee.


