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Light Railways Act 1896
1896 CHAPTER 48

5 Special advances by Treasury

(1) Where it is certified to the Treasury by the Board of Agriculture that the making of any
light railway under this Act would benefit agriculture in any district, or by the Board
of Trade that by the making of any such railway a necessary means of communication
would be established between a fishing harbour or fishing village and a market, or
that such railway is necessary for the development of or maintenance of some definite
industry, but that owing to the exceptional circumstances of the district the railway
would not be constructed without special assistance from the State, and the Treasury
are satisfied that a railway company existing at the time will construct and work the
railway if an advance is made by the Treasury under this section, the Treasury may,
subject to the limitation of this Act as to the amount to be expended for the purpose
of special advances, agree that the railway be aided out of public money by a special
advance under this

Provided that—
(a) the Treasury shall not make any such special advance unless they are satisfied

that landowners, local authorities, and other persons locally interested have by
the free grant of land or otherwise given all reasonable assistance and facilities
in their power for the construction of the railway; and

(b) a special advance shall not in any case exceed such portion not exceeding one
half of the total amount required for the construction of the railway as may be
prescribed by rules to be made by the Treasury under this Act; and

(c) where the Treasury agree to make any such special advance as a free grant,
the order authorising the railway may make provision as regards any parish
that, during a period not exceeding ten years to be fixed by the order, so much
of the railway as is in that parish shall not be assessed to any local rate at a
higher value than that at which the land occupied by the railway would have
been assessed if it had remained in the condition in which it was immediately
before it was acquired for the purpose of the railway, but before such provision
is made in any order the local and rating authorities of every such parish shall
be informed of the intention to insert such provision, and shall be entitled to be
heard. The order may authorise the Board of Trade to extend any such period.
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(2) A special advance under this section may be a free grant or a loan or partly a free
grant and partly a loan.

(3) Any free grant or loan for a special advance under this section shall be made on such
conditions and at such rate of interest as the Treasury direct.


