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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1977 No. 944

The Importation of Animals Order 1977

Citation, extent and commencement

1. This order, which may be cited as the Importation of Animals Order 1977, shall apply
throughout Great Britain, and shall come into operation on 1st July 1977.

Interpretation

2.—(1)  In this order, unless the context otherwise requires—
“the Act” means the Diseases of Animals Act 1950, as amended or extended by any subsequent
enactment;
“animals” means cattle, sheep, goats and all other ruminating animals and swine, and for the
purposes of this definition, the expression “ruminating animals” includes Ilamas, guanacos,
alpacas, vicunas, Bactrian camels and Arabian camels;
“appropriate Minister” means, in the application of this order to England and Wales, the
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, and, in its application to Scotland, the Secretary
of State;
“approved premises” means approved quarantine premises and approved reception centres;
“approved quarantine premises” means premises which have been approved by a licence issued
by the appropriate Minister under Article 10(1) of this order for use for the detention in
quarantine of imported animals;
“approved reception centre” means premises which have been approved by a licence issued by
the appropriate Minister under Article 10(1) of this order for use for the reception and resting
of imported animals;
“commander” means the member of the flight crew designated as commander of an aircraft
by the operator thereof, or, failing such designation, the person who is for the time being the
pilot in command of the aircraft;
“container” means a crate, box or other rigid container used for the carriage of animals which
is not self-propelled, and which does not form part of a vehicle;
“disease” means any disease of animals;
“Divisional Veterinary Officer” means the veterinary inspector appointed for the time being
by the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food to receive information about animals and
carcases affected with, or suspected of being affected with, specified diseases for the area in
which the port or airport at which a vessel or aircraft arrives in Great Britain is situated;
“import licence” means a licence issued by the appropriate Minister under Article 3(2) of this
order authorising imported animals to be landed in Great Britain;
“inspector” means a person appointed to be an inspector for the purposes of the Act by the
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food or a local authority, and when used in relation to
a person so appointed by the said Minister, includes a veterinary inspector;
“master” means any person (other than a pilot) having charge or command of a vessel, and
includes, in relation to a hovercraft, the person designated commander thereof by the operator
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of the hovercraft, or, failing such designation, the person who is for the time being in command
of the hovercraft;
“quarantine animals” means imported animals landed or intended to be landed in Great Britain
under the authority of an import licence which contains a requirement that the animals to which
it relates shall be detained in quarantine at approved quarantine premises;
“vehicle” means—
(a) in relation to the carriage of animals by road, a vehicle (including a trailer of any

description and the detachable body of a vehicle) which is constructed or adapted for
use on a road, and

(b) in relation to the carriage of animals by rail, rolling stock of any description;
“vessel” includes hovercraft;
“veterinary inspector” means a veterinary inspector appointed by the Minister of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food.

(2)  Where, apart from this paragraph, an animal brought to Great Britain would not be imported
within the meaning of section 84(4) of the Act, that animal shall, for the purposes of section 24 of
and Schedule 1 to the Act in its application to this order, be deemed to have been so imported if, to
the satisfaction of a veterinary inspector, it has been or may have been, whilst outside Great Britain,
in contact with—

(a) any animal or the carcase of any animal;
(b) any contact animal or the carcase of any contact animal;
(c) any poultry or the carcases of any poultry; or
(d) any thing by or by means of which it appears to that veterinary inspector disease might

be transmitted;
and for the purposes of this paragraph—

(i) “contact animal” means any creature which is not an animal for the purposes of this order,
but which is, to the satisfaction of a veterinary inspector, capable of transmitting disease to
an animal; and

(ii) “poultry” means birds of any species which are, to the satisfaction of a veterinary inspector,
capable of transmitting disease to an animal.

(3)  For the purposes of this order, an animal shall be deemed to have been landed—
(a) in the case of an animal which has been carried by sea, immediately it is put or otherwise

arrives on land in Great Britain; and
(b) in the case of an animal which has been carried by air, immediately the aircraft which is

carrying it touches down in Great Britain;
and the expressions “land” and “landing” shall be construed accordingly.

(4)  The Interpretation Act 1889 applies for the interpretation of this order as it applies for the
interpretation of an Act of Parliament, and as if this order and the orders revoked by it were Acts
of Parliament.

Prohibition on landing of imported animals in Great Britain otherwise than under licence

3.—(1)  Subject to the provisions of this order, the landing of imported animals in Great Britain
is hereby prohibited.

(2)  The prohibition contained in paragraph (1) above shall not apply to the landing in Great
Britain of imported animals when that landing takes place under the authority of a licence in writing
issued by the appropriate Minister, and in accordance with the terms and conditions of that licence.
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(3)  An import licence may be either general or specific, and may in either case be issued subject to
compliance with such conditions specified therein as the appropriate Minister may see fit to impose
for the purpose of—

(a) preventing the introduction or spreading of disease into or within Great Britain; or
(b) protecting animals from unnecessary suffering on landing and during inland transit.

(4)  A general import licence shall be issued by the appropriate Minister by publication of the
provisions thereof in such manner and to such extent as appears to him to be sufficient to bring the
terms of that licence to the attention of those persons likely to be affected by it.

(5)  Every import licence shall—
(a) designate the ports and airports at which imported animals to which it relates may alone

be landed; and
(b) subject to Article 9 below, specify approved premises to which such animals are authorised

to be moved after landing.
(6)  The appropriate Minister may at any time revoke or vary an import licence, but without

prejudice to anything lawfully done pursuant thereto before the revocation or variation takes effect;
and any such revocation or variation shall be affected—

(a) in the case of a general import licence, by notice thereof published, so far as practicable,
in the same manner and to the same extent as the licence; and

(b) in the case of a specific import licence, by notice in writing served on the person to whom
the licence was issued.

Provisions relating to the carriage of imported animals to Great Britain

4.—(1)  No person shall use, or cause or permit the use of, any vessel, aircraft, vehicle or
container for the carriage of animals to Great Britain unless, since it was last used for the carriage
of animals or the carcases of animals, those parts of the vessel, aircraft, vehicle or container with
which those animals or carcases came or may have come into contact have been effectively cleansed
and disinfected.

(2)  Subject to paragraph (5) below, where during the carriage of animals to Great Britain—
(a) the master of the vessel or the commander of the aircraft knows or suspects that an animal

on board is or may be affected with disease, or
(b) any such animal is injured,

the master or commander shall, immediately on arrival at a port or airport in Great Britain, report the
fact, together with any other relevant information connected therewith, to the Divisional Veterinary
Officer; and it shall be the duty of the master or commander to ensure that an animal to which
subparagraph (a) above applies, and any animal which may have been in contact with it, is not
unloaded from the vessel or aircraft except with the written consent of a veterinary inspector.

(3)  Subject to paragraph (5) below, where during the carriage of animals to Great Britain an
animal dies or is slaughtered, the master of the vessel or the commander of the aircraft shall—

(a) if practicable, retain the carcase of the animal on board the vessel or aircraft;
(b) immediately on arrival at a port or airport in Great Britain, report the death or slaughter

of the animal, together with any other relevant information connected therewith, to the
Divisional Veterinary Officer; and

(c) ensure that the carcase of the animal is unloaded and disposed of in Great Britain only
with the written consent of a veterinary inspector, and in accordance with any directions
given by him;
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and where the master or commander knows or suspects that an animal to which the foregoing
provisions of this paragraph apply was, at the time of its death or slaughter, affected with disease, he
shall ensure that any animal which may have been in contact with it, or with its carcase, is unloaded
in Great Britain only with the written consent of a veterinary inspector.

(4)  Where it is impracticable to retain the carcase of an animal to which paragraph (3) above
applies on board the vessel or aircraft, the master or commander shall, immediately on arrival at a
port or airport in Great Britain, furnish to the Divisional Veterinary Officer all relevant information
concerning the death or slaughter of the animal in question, and the disposal of its carcase.

(5)  Where an animal which is affected with disease, or suspected of being so affected, or the
carcase of an animal to which paragraph (3) above applies, or an animal which has been in contact
with any such animal or the carcase of any such animal, is, throughout the period of its journey
to Great Britain by sea or air, confined within a vehicle or container, it shall not be unlawful,
notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs (2) and (3) above, for the vehicle or container in which
the animal or carcase is confined to be unloaded from the vessel or aircraft without the consent of a
veterinary inspector; but in any such case, it shall be the duty of the person in charge of the animal
or carcase—

(a) to report its presence in the vehicle or container, together with any other relevant
information connected therewith, to the Divisional Veterinary Officer either—

(i) immediately after the vehicle or container has been unloaded from the vessel or
aircraft, or

(ii) where at the time of such unloading he is unaware of the presence or suspected
presence of disease in that animal, or of the presence of that carcase, or, as the case
may be, that the animal has been in contact with an animal affected with or suspected
of being affected with disease, or with the carcase of such an animal, immediately
after he becomes so aware; and

(b) to ensure that the animal or carcase is unloaded from the vehicle or container and (in the
case of a carcase) is disposed of only with the written consent of a veterinary inspector,
and in accordance with any directions given by him.

(6)  Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs (2), (3) and (5) above, it shall not be unlawful,
in case of emergency, to unload an animal or carcase to which any of those paragraphs applies from
a vessel, aircraft, vehicle or container without the written consent of a veterinary inspector first
having been obtained; but where an animal or carcase is unloaded in accordance with the foregoing
provisions of this paragraph, the person in charge thereof shall immediately report the unloading to
a veterinary inspector, and shall comply with any directions given by him.

(7)  The carrier of imported animals (other than quarantine animals) shall, as soon as he is in a
position to do so, notify the person in charge of the approved reception centre to which those animals
are licensed to be moved of the proposed time of landing of those animals, and of their number and
description.

(8)  The person in charge of approved premises shall, as soon as he is in a position to do so, notify
the veterinary inspector having responsibility for the premises of the proposed time of landing of
animals licensed to be moved to the premises, and of their number and description.

Provisions relating to the unloading of animals, etc., at ports and airports

5.—(1)  No person shall unload or attempt to unload imported animals from a vessel or aircraft in
Great Britain, or cause or permit imported animals to be so unloaded, except in accordance with—

(a) the terms and conditions of the import licence relating to those animals; and
(b) the following provisions of this Article.
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(2)  It shall be the duty of the person in charge of quarantine animals to ensure that, whilst they
are being unloaded, no person, other than a person authorised by a veterinary inspector, comes into
contact with them.

(3)  A veterinary inspector may inspect quarantine animals at any time after the vessel or aircraft
which is carrying them arrives at a port or airport in Great Britain, and may require that the animals
shall not be unloaded from that vessel or aircraft until after such inspection has been carried out.

(4)  If an imported animal, other than an animal to which Article 4(5) above applies, dies at a port
or airport in Great Britain, it shall be the duty of—

(a) the master of the vessel or the commander of the aircraft, as the case may be, in the case
of an animal which dies before it has been unloaded, and

(b) the person in charge of the animal in any other case,
to report its death, together with any other relevant information connected therewith, to the
Divisional Veterinary Officer; and the carcase of any such animal shall—

(i) in the case of an animal to which sub-paragraph (a) above applies, be unloaded only with the
written consent of a veterinary inspector, and

(ii) be disposed of in accordance with any directions given by a veterinary inspector.
(5)  Where the master of a vessel or the commander of an aircraft knows or suspects that an animal

to which paragraph (4)(a) above applies was, at the time of its death on board that vessel or aircraft,
affected with disease, he shall ensure that any animal which may have been in contact with it, or
with its carcase, is, except in the case of emergency, unloaded in Great Britain only with the written
consent of a veterinary inspector.

(6)  Subject to paragraph (7) below, no dung, fodder, litter or thing used in connection with or
for or about imported animals shall be unloaded from a vessel or aircraft in Great Britain, except
with the consent in writing of a veterinary inspector, and in accordance with any conditions subject
to which that consent may be given.

(7)  Paragraph (6) above shall not apply to any dung, fodder, litter or thing used in connection
with or for or about imported animals which is in a vehicle or container—

(a) in which an imported animal, or the carcase of such an animal, has been confined
throughout its carriage by sea or air to Great Britain; and

(b) from which neither the animal or carcase, nor the dung, fodder, litter or thing, is removed
before the vehicle or container is unloaded from the vessel or aircraft which brought it
to Great Britain.

Cleansing and disinfection of vessels, etc., used for the carriage of imported animals to Great
Britain

6.—(1)  Paragraph (2) below shall apply to—
(a) every vessel or aircraft which has been used for the carriage of imported animals to Great

Britain; and
(b) every vehicle or container which has been so used in circumstances in which the animals

carried therein are unloaded therefrom at the port or airport at which the vehicle or
container is unloaded from the vessel or aircraft which brought it to Great Britain.

(2)  It shall be the duty of the master of a vessel, the operator of an aircraft or, as the case may be,
the person in charge of a vehicle or container to which this paragraph applies to ensure that—

(a) after the imported animals have been unloaded therefrom, and before any other cargo is
loaded therein,—
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(i) every part of the vessel, aircraft, vehicle or container with which the animals, or their
droppings or other excreta, have been in contact, and

(ii) any apparatus, equipment or thing used in connection with the carriage or unloading
of the animals,

is effectively cleansed and disinfected; and
(b) such cleansing and disinfection is carried out in such manner and to such extent as may

be specified in, and otherwise in accordance with, any directions relating thereto which
may have been given by an inspector.

(3)  A veterinary inspector shall have power, in relation to any vessel, aircraft, vehicle or container
to which paragraph (2) above applies, to require in writing that any dung, fodder, litter or other waste
material coming from, or used for or about, imported animals shall be disposed of in such manner
as he may direct.

Additional provisions relating to the carriage and unloading of imported animals

7.—(1)  The person in charge of imported animals on board a vessel or aircraft in Great Britain,
and the master of that vessel or the commander of that aircraft, as the case may be, shall take all
such steps as may be necessary—

(a) to enable an inspector to exercise any of the powers conferred on him by the provisions
of this order or of the Act, and in particular—

(i) to enter any part of the vessel or aircraft in which imported animals are being or have
been carried, and to examine any apparatus, equipment or thing on board used in
connection with the carriage or unloading of animals, and

(ii) to examine any document required by an import licence to accompany imported
animals on board;

(b) to enable a veterinary inspector, if he considers it expedient so to do, to inspect imported
animals before they are unloaded from the vessel or aircraft; and

(c) to comply with all reasonable requirements of a veterinary inspector in relation to the
imported animals, and with regard to the unloading, movement and treatment of such
animals.

(2)  The person in charge of imported animals unloaded at a port or airport in Great Britain
shall, after the animals have been moved therefrom in accordance with the provisions of this order,
take all reasonable steps to ensure that every part of the port or airport with which the animals, or
their droppings or other excreta, have been in contact is effectively cleansed and disinfected to the
satisfaction of a veterinary inspector.

Provisions relating to the movement of imported animals after unloading at a port or airport

8.—(1)  When imported animals have been unloaded from the vessel or aircraft which brought
them to Great Britain, it shall be the duty of the person in charge of those animals to ensure that—

(a) subject to paragraph (3) below, they are moved as soon as practicable, by the most
appropriate route, to approved premises specified in the import licence relating to those
animals;

(b) where the approved premises are not at the port or airport, they are conveyed thereto by
motorised transport only; and

(c) they do not, whilst at the port or airport, or during the journey to the approved premises,
come into contact with any other animals.
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(2)  Without prejudice to paragraph (1) above, it shall also be the duty of the person in charge of
quarantine animals to which that paragraph applies to ensure that—

(a) they are moved to the approved quarantine premises only under the supervision of, and in
accordance with any directions given by, a veterinary inspector;

(b) the vehicle used for the carriage of the animals to the approved quarantine premises is one
from which there will be no leakage of liquid matter, or escape of waste feedingstuffs or
animal droppings;

(c) in carrying out the cleansing and disinfection of any such vehicle (as required under the
provisions of Article 15 of the Transit of Animals (Road and Rail) Order 1975(1), or by
virtue of a notice served under Article 16 thereof), all litter, dung and other excreta, and
all other waster material removed from the vehicle, is disposed of in accordance with any
directions which may be given by a veterinary inspector; and

(d) no person, other than a person authorised by a veterinary inspector, is permitted to come
into contact with the animals.

(3)  If it appears to a veterinary inspector that imported animals unloaded at a port or airport
should not, by reason of the presence or suspected presence of disease in any part of Great Britain,
or because of any other exceptions circumstances, be moved to approved premises specified in the
import licence relating to those animals, he may, by notice in writing served on the person in charge
of those animals, require them to be moved in accordance with the notice to such other premises as
may be specified therein; and the animals shall be detained at those premises for such period and
subject to such conditions as may be so specified.

Control of animals passing through Great Britain

9.—(1)  Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this order, imported animals need not be
moved to and detained at approved premises if—

(a) they are intended to be re-exported from Great Britain, and are so re-exported within the
time specified in the import licence relating to them; and

(b) while in Great Britain, they are dealt with in accordance with any conditions contained
in that import licence.

(2)  A veterinary inspector may, if he considers it expedient so to do for the purpose of preventing
the introduction or spreading of disease into or within Great Britain, by notice in writing served on
the person in charge of any animals to which paragraph (1) above applies;—,

(a) impose such further conditions in respect thereof as he may consider to be appropriate; and
(b) detain, destroy or otherwise deal with any carcase, fodder, litter, milk, dung, manure or

other thing used in connection with or coming from any such animals.

Approval and regulation of approved premises

10.—(1)  No premises shall be used for the detention of imported animals in quarantine under the
provisions of this order, or for the reception and resting of imported animals under those provisions,
unless they have been approved for use for the purpose by a licence issued by the appropriate Minister
to the occupier of the premises.

(2)  In determining whether a licence should be issued under paragraph (1) above in respect of
any premises, the appropriate Minister shall be satisfied that—

(a) in the case of a reception centre, the premises are at or near a port or airport at which
imported animals are licensed to be landed; and

(1) (1975 II, p. 3540).
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(b) in the case of quarantine premises, the premises are either—
(i) at a port or airport at which imported quarantine animals are landed, or

(ii) so located that, having regard to the route and means of transport which will be
used in carrying animals to the premises, no significant risk of the introduction or
spreading of disease into or within Great Britain is likely to arise from the movement
thereto of imported quarantine animals from the port or airport at which they are
landed.

(3)  A licence under paragraph (1) above—
(a) shall, subject to sub-paragraph (c) below, remain in force for such period as may be

specified therein;
(b) may be issued subject to compliance by the occupier of the premises to which the licence

relates with such conditions as may be so specified; and
(c) may, by notice in writing served on the occupier of the premises to which the licence

relates, be varied or revoked at any time by the appropriate Minister, but without prejudice
to anything lawfully done pursuant thereto before such variation or revocation takes effect.

(4)  Subject to paragraph (5) below, no person shall enter approved premises, except with the
authority of a veterinary inspector, and in accordance with any conditions—

(a) subject to which that authority is given; and
(b) imposed by the licence issued in respect of the approved premises under paragraph (1)

above, and for the time being in force.
(5)  Nothing in paragraph (4) above shall affect any right of an officer of Customs and Excise, an

inspector, a constable or a member of the fire or ambulance service to enter approved premises in the
course of his duty; but in exercising any such right, an officer of Customs and Excise, an inspector,
a constable or a member of the fire or ambulance service shall, as far as practicable, comply with
any requirements imposed by a veterinary inspector for the purpose of preventing the introduction
or spreading of disease into or within Great Britain.

(6)  No person shall remove or attempt to remove from approved quarantine premises, or cause
or permit to be removed therefrom, any carcase, fodder, litter, milk, dung, manure or other thing
used in connection with or coming from animals, except with the written authority of a veterinary
inspector, and in accordance with any conditions—

(a) subject to which that authority is given; and
(b) imposed by the licence issued in respect of the approved quarantine premises under

paragraph (1) above, and for the time being in force.
(7)  An inspector may, by notice in writing served on the person in charge of approved premises,

require the cleansing and disinfection (to be carried out in such manner as may be specified in the
notice, and within such period as may be so specified) of—

(a) the approved premises or any part thereof; or
(b) any apparatus, equipment or thing used in connection with or for or about animals detained

at the approved premises;
and it shall be the duty of the person on whom the notice is served to ensure that—

(i) the requirements thereof are properly complied with within the period specified therein, and
(ii) no use is made, in connection with animals, of the approved premises or any part thereof, or

any apparatus, equipment or thing, to which the notice relates, until an inspector has indicated
in writing that the requirements of the notice have, to his satisfaction, been properly complied
with.

8
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(8)  Without prejudice to the foregoing provisions of this Article, a veterinary inspector may,
for the purpose of preventing the introduction or spreading of disease into or within Great Britain,
detain, destroy or otherwise deal with any carcase, fodder, litter milk, dung, manure or other thing
used in connection with or coming from animals detained at approved premises.

Detention of imported animals at approved premises

11.—(1)  Quarantine animals shall be detained at the approved quarantine premises specified in
the import licence for the period so specified, or for such longer period as the appropriate Minister
may, for the purpose of preventing the introduction or spreading of disease into or within Great
Britain, in any particular case direct.

(2)  Subject to paragraph (3) below, imported animals, other than quarantine animals, shall be
rested at an approved reception centre specified in the import licence for a period of 10 hours after
their arrival at that centre.

(3)  Where, having regard to the physical condition of any imported animals at an approved
reception centre, or to the circumstances in which those animals have been carried thereto or are to be
carried therefrom, a veterinary inspector considers that, in relation to those animals, the rest period
referred to in paragraph (2) above should be increased, or could reasonably be reduced, he may—

(a) require that those animals be rested for such period in excess of 10 hours as he may
consider to be appropriate in the circumstances; or

(b) permit those animals to be rested for such shorter period (not being a period of less than
2 hours in any case) as he may specify.

(4)  During their detention in approved premises, imported animals shall—
(a) be dealt with in accordance with any requirements contained in the import licence relating

to them; and
(b) without prejudice to sub-paragraph (a) above, be subjected to such examinations, tests,

treatment and marking, and shall in all other respects be dealt with, as a veterinary
inspector may consider necessary.

(5)  No person shall remove or attempt to remove any animal from approved premises, or cause
or permit the removal or attempted removal of any animal therefrom, before the time specified in a
licence issued in respect of that animal by a veterinary inspector; and any such licence may contain
such conditions as a veterinary inspector may see fit to impose for the purpose of preventing the
introduction or spreading of disease into or within Great Britain, and shall—

(a) in the case of quarantine animals, certify that the animals to which it relates have completed
the period of detention in quarantine required in respect of those animals under the
foregoing provisions of this Article, the period in question to be indicated in the licence;
and

(b) in the case of animals which are to be moved from the approved premises, specify the
premises to which they are to be moved.

(6)  Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (5) above, a licence under that paragraph shall
not be required for the movement of animals from approved premises direct to a vessel or aircraft
for export from Great Britain if—

(a) the premises are, in addition to being approved premises for the purposes of this order, an
export quarantine station within the meaning of section 36 of the Act; or

(b) the animals are being exported in accordance with the requirements of a notice served
under any provision of this order.
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(7)  Nothing in the foregoing provisions of this Article shall be construed as requiring a veterinary
inspector to issue a licence, or to discharge any other function under those provisions, at an
unreasonable hour of the day or night.

Action in case of disease among imported animals

12.—(1)  Where a veterinary inspector knows or suspects that any disease exists among imported
animals at a port or airport (whether or not those animals, or any of them, have been unloaded from
the vessel or aircraft which brought them to Great Britain), he may, by notice in writing served on
the person appearing to him to have charge of those animals, require that person, at his own expense
or at the expense of the owner of the animals,—

(a) without delay, to slaughter them or cause them to be slaughtered, in accordance with such
conditions as may be specified in the notice;

(b) within such period as may be specified in the notice, and subject to such conditions as may
be so specified, to export them from Great Britain or cause them to be so exported; or

(c) immediately to detain them, and keep them isolated from any other animals, at such place
as may be specified in the notice, and to take such other action in relation to those animals
as may be so specified for the purpose of preventing the introduction or spreading of
disease into or within Great Britain;

and the powers conferred on a veterinary inspector by the foregoing provisions of this paragraph
shall, notwithstanding anything in this order, include power to require or prohibit the unloading of
animals to which the notice relates from a vessel or aircraft.

(2)  Nothing in paragraph (1) above shall be construed as precluding the owner of animals to which
a notice under that paragraph relates from slaughtering them or causing them to be slaughtered, or,
where the notice was served under sub-paragraph (c) of that paragraph, from exporting them from
Great Britain or causing them to be so exported.

(3)  Where a veterinary inspector knows or suspects that any disease exists among animals at
approved premises, he shall inform the person in charge of those premises of his knowledge or
suspicion, and he may, if he considers it expedient so to do for the purpose of preventing the
introduction or spreading of disease into or within Great Britain, by notice in writing served on that
person,—

(a) require that no animals be moved into or out of the approved premises, or that such
movements shall only take place subject to such conditions as may be specified in the
notice; and

(b) impose, in respect of the approved premises or of any apparatus, equipment or thing thereat
used in connection with or for or about animals, or in relation to any animals detained at
the approved premises, such other requirements as may be specified in the notice for the
purpose of—

(i) ascertaining whether disease exists, and if so, the nature of that disease,
(ii) preventing or reducing the risk of disease being introduced into or spread within

Great Britain, or
(iii) treating any animal which may be affected with disease, or which may have been

exposed to the risk of becoming so affected.
(4)  A notice under paragraph (3) above may be varied or withdrawn at any time by a further

notice in writing served by a veterinary inspector on the person in charge of the approved premises,
and shall remain in force until withdrawn by such a further notice.

(5)  Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this Article, the appropriate Minister may at any
time seize or cause to be seized, and thereafter slaughter or cause to be slaughtered,—
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(a) any imported animal at a port or airport, or any animal detained at approved premises,
which is affected with or suspected of being affected with disease, or which has been
exposed to the infection of disease; and

(b) any animal which may have been in contact with an animal to which sub-paragraph (a)
above applies;

and for the purpose of exercising the powers conferred by the foregoing provisions of this paragraph,
a veterinary inspector or other person acting for or on behalf of the appropriate Minister may enter
any land or premises, or any vessel, aircraft, vehicle or container, at or in which the animal in question
is detained; and, where those powers have been exercised, the carcase of the animal shall be disposed
of in such manner as a veterinary inspector may direct.

Slaughter of injured animals

13. If, in the opinion of a veterinary inspector, an imported animal is either—
(a) so badly injured, or
(b) in such poor physical condition,

that it would be cruel to keep it alive, the appropriate Minister shall cause the animal to be
slaughtered.

Action in case of contraventions of the order, etc

14.—(1)  Without prejudice to paragraph (3) below, where—
(a) an imported animal is landed in Great Britain in contravention of this order, or in

contravention of an import licence issued under it, or
(b) after an imported animal has been landed, there is in respect thereof any contravention of

or failure to comply with any provision of this order, or any contravention of or failure to
comply with any provision of an import licence or other licence issued, authority, direction
or consent given, or notice served under it,

an inspector may, by notice in writing served on the person appearing to him to have charge of
the animal, require that person, at his own expense or at the expense of the owner of the animal,
immediately to slaughter it or cause it to be slaughtered, or immediately to detain and isolate it
and, within the time specified in the notice, to move or cause it to be moved in such manner and in
compliance with such conditions as may be so specified, either—

(i) to a vessel or aircraft for export or
(ii) to such premises as may be specified in the notice for the purpose of detention thereat at its

owner's expense for such period, and subject to such conditions, as may be so specified.
(2)  Without prejudice to paragraph (3) below, a veterinary inspector may, by notice in writing

served on the person appearing to him to have charge of an animal which has been in contact with
an animal to which paragraph (1) above applies, impose such conditions with regard to the detention
and isolation of the animal to which that notice relates as he may consider necessary for the purpose
of preventing the introduction or spreading of disease into or within Great Britain.

(3)  The appropriate Minister may at any time seize or cause to be sized, and thereafter slaughter
or cause to be slaughtered, any animal to which paragraph (1) or paragraph (2) above applies; and
for the purpose of exercising the powers conferred by the foregoing provisions of this paragraph, a
veterinary inspector or other person acting for or on behalf of the appropriate Minister may enter any
land or premises, or any vessel, aircraft, vehicle or container, at or in which the animal in question is
detained; and, where those powers have been exercised, the carcase of the animal shall be disposed
of in such manner as a veterinary inspector may direct.
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(4)  Nothing in this Article shall affect the powers of the Commissioners of Customs and Excise
to seize and detain as liable to forfeiture under the Customs and Excise Acts any animals which are
landed in Great Britain in contravention of this order, or in contravention of an import licence issued
under it, or to institute legal proceedings under those Acts in respect of such contravention.

Cleansing and disinfection of vessels, aircraft, etc., to which Article 6 does not apply

15.—(1)  If it appears to an inspector that the presence in Great Britain of any vessel, aircraft,
vehicle or container to which this Article applies may, by reason of its previously having carried or
otherwise been in contact with any animals, give rise to the risk of disease being introduced into
or spread within Great Britain, he may, by notice in writing served on the master of that vessel, the
operator or commander of that aircraft or, as the case may be, the person in charge of that vehicle
or that container, require that—

(a) the vessel, aircraft, vehicle or container, or any part thereof, or any apparatus, equipment
or thing therein, shall be cleansed and disinfected in such manner, to such extent, at such
place and within such time as may be specified in the notice; or

(b) the vessel, aircraft, vehicle or container shall be exported from Great Britain within the
time so specified.

(2)  Where, by virtue of a notice served under paragraph (1) above, any vessel, aircraft, vehicle
or container, or any part thereof, or any apparatus, equipment or thing therein, is required to be
cleansed and disinfected, an inspector may detain that vessel, aircraft, vehicle or container until the
requirements of the notice have been properly complied with.

(3)  If any person on whom a notice is served under paragraph (1)(a) above fails to comply with
any of the requirements thereof, a local authority or a veterinary inspector or other person acting for
or on behalf of the appropriate Minister may, without prejudice to any proceedings for an offence
arising out of such default, enter the vessel, aircraft, vehicle or container to which the notice relates,
and carry out, or cause to be carried out, the cleansing and disinfection specified in the notice; and in
exercising the powers conferred by the foregoing provisions of this paragraph, a local authority or
a veterinary inspector or other person acting for or on behalf of the appropriate Minister may enter
any land or premises.

(4)  Where an officer of Customs and Excise has reasonable grounds for believing that any vessel,
aircraft, vehicle or container to which this Article applies may previously have carried or otherwise
have been in contact with any animals, he may detain that vessel, aircraft, vehicle or container
pending its examination by an inspector.

(5)  This Article applies to any vessel, aircraft, vehicle or container which, at the time when it is
brought to Great Britain, is not carrying any animals.

Unlicensed animals not to be brought into harbour in Great Britain

16.—(1)  Subject to Article 17(5) below, it shall be unlawful for any vessel with animals on board
to enter any harbour in Great Britain unless—

(a) those animals are intended to be landed in Great Britain under the authority of an import
licence; or

(b) the vessel enters the harbour under the authority of a licence issued by the appropriate
Minister, and in accordance with the terms and conditions subject to which that licence
was issued.

(2)  Where any vessel enters a harbour in Great Britain in contravention of paragraph (1) above—
(a) an inspector may, by notice in writing served on the master of the vessel, impose in respect

of animals on board—
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(i) such of the requirements of Article 14(1) above as may be specified in the notice,
adapted or modified as the inspector may consider necessary in the circumstances,
and

(ii) such other requirements as the inspector may consider necessary for the purpose of
preventing the introduction or spreading of disease into or within Great Britain; and

(b) the provisions of Article 14(3) above shall apply to animals on board as if those animals
were animals to which Article 14(1) above applies.

(3)  For the purposes of this Article and Article 17(5) below, “harbour” has the meaning assigned
to it by section 57 of the Harbours Act 1964.

Provisions to apply in case of emergency

17.—(1)  Nothing in the foregoing provisions of this order shall render it unlawful—
(a) for an aircraft with imported animals on board to land, or
(b) subject to the authority of a veterinary inspector first having been obtained, for imported

animals to be unloaded from a vessel or aircraft,
at any place in Great Britain to which the aircraft or vessel is diverted in the interests of safety, or
in the light of other exceptional circumstances, notwithstanding that the animals on board are not
authorised to land in Great Britain by an import licence, or are not licensed to land at that place.

(2)  Animals on board a vessel or aircraft to which paragraph (1) above applies shall be unloaded
therefrom only under the supervision of, and in accordance with any directions given by, a veterinary
inspector.

(3)  Where animals which have been unloaded from a vessel or aircraft to which paragraph (1)
above applies are not authorised by an import licence to be landed in Great Britain—

(a) a veterinary inspector may, by notice in writing served on the person appearing to him to
have charge of the animals, impose in respect thereof—

(i) such of the requirements of Article 14(1) above as may be specified in the notice,
adapted or modified as the veterinary inspector may consider necessary in the
circumstances, and

(ii) such other requirements as the veterinary inspector may consider necessary for the
purpose of preventing the introduction or spreading of disease into or within Great
Britain, and for protecting the animals from unnecessary suffering; and

(b) the provisions of Article 14(3) above shall apply to those animals as if they were animals
to which Article 14(1) above applies.

(4)  Where animals which have been unloaded from a vessel or aircraft to which paragraph (1)
above applies are licensed to be landed in Great Britain, but not at that place, a veterinary inspector
may, by notice in writing served on the person appearing to him to have charge of those animals,
impose such conditions with regard to the movement, detention and resting of the animals as he
may consider necessary for the purpose of preventing the introduction or spreading of disease into
or within Great Britain, and of protecting the animals from unnecessary suffering.

(5)  Nothing in Article 16 above shall render it unlawful for a vessel with animals on board to enter
a harbour in Great Britain under stress of the weather, or because of other exceptional circumstances,
notwithstanding the absence of a licence referred to in that Article; but in any such case, a veterinary
inspector may, by notice in writing served on the master of the vessel, impose in respect of the
vessel and of the animals on board, such conditions as he may consider necessary for the purpose of
preventing the introduction or spreading of disease into or within Great Britain.

13



Document Generated: 2023-10-21
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally made). This item of legislation is
currently only available in its original format. The electronic version of this UK Statutory

Instrument has been contributed by Westlaw and is taken from the printed publication. Read more

Powers of local authorities, veterinary inspectors, etc., in case of default

18.—(1)  If—
(a) the master of a vessel, the operator of an aircraft or the person in charge of a vehicle

or container fails to comply with any of the requirements of Article 6(2) above, or of a
direction given thereunder, with regard to the cleansing and disinfection of that vessel,
aircraft, vehicle or container, or of any apparatus, equipment or thing used in connection
with the carriage of animals therein or the unloading of animals therefrom, or

(b) the person in charge of approved premises fails to comply with any requirement of a notice
served under Article 10(7) above with regard to the cleansing and disinfection of those
premises or any part thereof, or of any apparatus, equipment or thing used in connection
with or for or about animals detained at those premises, the local authority or a veterinary
inspector or other person acting for or on behalf of the appropriate Minister may, without
prejudice to any proceedings for an offence arising out of such default, enter that vessel,
aircraft, vehicle or container, or those approved premises, and carry out, or cause to be
carried out, such cleansing and disinfection; and in exercising the powers conferred by
the foregoing provisions of this paragraph in relation to any vessel, aircraft, vehicle or
container, or in relation to any apparatus, equipment or thing therein, a local authority or
a veterinary inspector or other person acting for or on behalf of the appropriate Minister
may enter any land or premises.

(2)  If any person who is required to dispose of, or arrange for the disposal of, waste material
from a vessel, aircraft, vehicle or container in accordance with any direction given under Article 6(3)
or Article 8(2)(c) above fails to comply with any of the requirements of that direction, a veterinary
inspector or other person acting for or on behalf of the appropriate Minister may, without prejudice
to any proceedings for an offence arising out of such default, enter that vessel, aircraft, vehicle or
container, and seize that waste material, or cause it to be seized, and dispose of it in accordance with
that direction; and in exercising the powers conferred by the foregoing provisions of this paragraph,
a veterinary inspector or other person acting for or on behalf of the appropriate Minister may enter
any land or premises.

(3)  If any person on whom a notice is served under any of Articles 12(1), 14(1) or (2), 16(2) or
17(3), (4) or (5) above fails to comply with any of the requirements thereof—

(a) an inspector of a local authority or a veterinary inspector or other person acting for or on
behalf of the appropriate Minister, in the case of a notice under Article 14(1) or Article
16(2), and

(b) a veterinary inspector or other person acting for or on behalf of the appropriate Minister,
in any other case,

shall have power to enter any land or premises, or any vessel, aircraft, vehicle or container, and seize
any animal to which the notice relates, or cause it to be seized, and arrange for the requirements
of the notice to be complied with; and the person on whom the notice was served, and the owner
of any such animal and any person having charge thereof, shall render all reasonable assistance to
an inspector of a local authority, a veterinary inspector or other person, so as to enable the powers
conferred by the foregoing provisions of this paragraph to be properly exercised.

Compensation and expenses

19.—(1)  The appropriate Minister shall not pay compensation to any person in respect of any
animal slaughtered or caused to be slaughtered by him under any of Articles 12(5), 13 or 14(3) above,
and any expenses reasonably incurred by the appropriate Minister in relation to such slaughter shall
be recoverable on demand as a civil debt from the owner of the animal.

(2)  Any expenses reasonably incurred by a local authority or the appropriate Minister in the
exercise of any power conferred by Article 15(3) or Article 18 above shall be recoverable on demand
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as a civil debt by the local authority or the appropriate Minister, as the case may be, from the person
in default.

Production of licences

20. Where, under this order, a licence (other than a general import licence) is required for any
purpose, the person for the time being in charge of the animals to which that licence relates shall,
on demand made under this order by an officer of Customs and Excise, by a veterinary inspector or
an officer of the appropriate Minister, or by an inspector of a local authority or a constable, produce
the licence, and allow a copy thereof or extract therefrom to be taken, and shall also, if required,
furnish his name and address.

Offences

21.—(1)  Without prejudice to paragraph (2) below—
(a) the landing by any person, with intent to evade the provisions of this order, of an animal

in Great Britain in contravention of Article 3(1) above, and
(b) the failure by any person, with the like intent, to observe any condition contained in an

import licence, or in a licence issued under Article 10(1) or Article 11(5) above,
are hereby declared to be offences against the Act to which section 3 of the Diseases of Animals Act
1975 applies, and may accordingly be prosecuted on indictment.

(2)  Any person who lands or attempts to land an animal in Great Britain in contravention of
Article 3(1) above, or who contravenes any other provision of this order, or any provision of an
import licence or other licence issued or notice served under it, or who fails to comply with any such
provision, or with any condition subject to which such a licence is issued, or subject to which any
authority, direction or consent under this order is given, or who causes or permits any such landing
or attempted landing, or any such contravention or non-compliance, commits an offence against the
Act.

Local authority to enforce order

22. The provisions of this order shall, except where otherwise expressly provided, be executed
and enforced by the local authority.

Transitional provisions

23.—(1)  Any order made under section 27 of the Act, and any licence issued under any such
order, shall, in so far as it is in force immediately before the coming into operation of this order, have
effect in relation to the animals to which it applies as if it were an import licence issued under this
order; and the animals to which such an order or licence applies shall, notwithstanding the provisions
of that order or licence, be dealt with so far as is practicable in accordance with the provisions of
this order.

(2)  Any licence issued, approval given or notice served under any order, or under any provision
of an order, revoked by this order shall, in so far as it is in force immediately before the coming
into operation of this order, have effect as if it were issued, given or served under this order; and the
animals, premises or thing to which that licence, approval or notice relates shall, notwithstanding
the provisions of that licence, approval or notice, be dealt with so far as is practicable in accordance
with the provisions of this order.
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Special provisions relating to anthrax

24.—(1)  Subject to paragraph (2) below, the Anthrax Order of 1938(2) shall not apply in relation
to—

(a) approved premises; or
(b) imported animals which are in approved premises.

(2)  Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (1) above, Article 2(3) of the said order (which
lays down requirements with regard to the treatment of milk coming from a diseased or suspected
animal), and Article 7 thereof (which relates to the disposal of the carcase of any such animal),
shall apply in relation to milk coming from or, as the case may be, the disposal of the carcase of an
imported animal affected with or suspected of being affected with anthrax from the time when the
vessel or aircraft carrying that animal or carcase arrives in Great Britain.

(3)  If a veterinary inspector knows or suspects that an imported animal is, or was at the time
of its death, affected with anthrax, he shall report the fact to the local authority and to the Medical
Officer of Environmental Health or, in Scotland, the Chief Administrative Medical Officer, for the
area in which the animal or carcase is situated.

Amendment, application and revocation of existing orders

25.—(1)  The orders mentioned in Schedule 1 to this order shall be amended in accordance with
the provisions of that Schedule.

(2)  The orders mentioned in Schedule 2 to this order shall not apply in relation to approved
premises, and shall apply in relation to imported animals only—

(a) from the time specified in the licence issued in respect of those animals under Article 11(5)
above; or

(b) where the existence or suspected existence of disease in any part of Great Britain makes
it expedient that no such licence should be issued for the time being, from the time when
those animals have completed the period of detention in quarantine required under the
foregoing provisions of this order or, as the case may be, have been rested at an approved
reception centre for the period so required.

(3)  The orders mentioned in Schedule 3 to this order are hereby revoked to the extent indicated
in column 3 of that Schedule.

In Witness where of the Official Seal of the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food is
hereunto affixed on 23rd May 1977.

L.S.
John Silkin

Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

25th May 1977
Bruce Millan

Secretary of State for Scotland

(2) (Rev. II, p. 457: 1938 I, p. 124).
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