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1977 No. 956

SOCIAL SECURITY

The Social Security Benefit (Persons Residing
Together) Regulations 1977

Made - - - - 1st June 1977

Laid before Parliament 2nd June 1977

Coming into Operation 27th June 1977

The Secretary of State for Social Services, in exercise of the powers conferred
upon him by section 22(1) of the Social Security (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act
1977(a), and of  all other powers enabling him in that behalf, hereby makes the
following regulations:

Citation, commencement and interpretation

1.—(1) These regulations may be cited as the Social Security Benefit (Persons
Residing Together) Regulations 1977 and shall come into operation on 27th
June 1977.

(2) In these regulations “the Act” means the Social Security Act 1975(b) and
other expressions have the same meanings as in the Act.

(3) Any reference in these regulations to any provision made by or contained in any
enactment or instrument shall  be construed as a reference to that
provision as amended or extended by any enactment or instrument and as
including a reference to any provision which may re-enact or replace it, with or
without modification.

(4) The rules for the construction of Acts of Parliament contained in the
Interpretation Act 1889(c) shall apply in relation to this instrument and in
relation to any revocation effected by it as if this instrument, the regulations
revoked by it and any regulations revoked by the regulations so revoked were
Acts of Parliament, and as if each revocation were a repeal.

Circumstances in which a person is to be treated as residing or not residing with
another person or in which persons are to be treated as residing or not residing
together

2.—(1) As respects any requirement of the Act, or contained in any provision
made for the purposes thereof, any questions as to whether–

(a) a person is or was residing with another person; or

(b) persons are residing together,
shall  be determined in accordance with the following provisions of this
regulation.

(a) 1977 c.5.
(b) 1975 c.14
(c) 1889 c.63.
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(2) In relation to–

(a) an increase in respect of an adult dependant under section 44  �(short-term
benefits: increase for adult dependants)�, 45 (increase of Category A or
Category C retirement pension ��), 49 (increase of �severe disablement
allowance� or invalid care allowance) or 66 (increase �� of a disablement
pension where the beneficiary is entitled to unemployability supplement)
�or section 86A of the Social Security  Contributions and Benefits Act 1992
(incapacity benefit: increases for adult dependants)�; or

(b) an adjustment of benefit under section 85(1)(b) (hospital in-patients)

two spouses �or civil partners� shall not be treated as having ceased to reside together
by reason only of the fact that either of them is, or they both are, undergoing medical
or other treatment as in-patient in a hospital or similar institution, whether such
absence is temporary or not.

(3) In the case of a woman who has been widowed, she shall not be treated as
having ceased to reside together with a child or person under the age of 19 by
reason of any absence the one from the other which is not likely to be permanent.

(4) Subject to the foregoing provisions of this regulation, two persons shall not
be treated as having ceased to reside together by reason of any temporary
absence the one from the other.

Revocations

3. The regulations specified in column 1 of the Schedule to these regulations
are hereby revoked to the extent mentioned in column 3 thereof.

Signed by authority of the Secretary of State for Social Services.

Eric Deakins
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State,

1st June 1977 Department of Health and Social Security

Words in reg. 2(2)(a)
deleted by reg. 10(a) of
S.I. 1995/829 as from
13.4 .95 .
Words substituted by
reg. 11 of, and Sch. 2
to, S.I. 1984/1303 as
from 29.11.84.
Words deleted by reg. 8
of S.I. 1983/186 as
from 6.4.83.
Words inserted into reg.
2(2)(a) by reg. 10(b) of
S.I. 1995/829 as from
13 .4 .95

Words inserted in reg.
2(2) by para. 8 of Sch.
3 to S.I. 2005/2877 as
from 5.12.05.

Words in reg. 2(2)(a)
substituted by reg. 16 of
S.I.  1996/1345 as from
7.10 .96 .
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SCHEDULE Regulation 3

REGULATIONS REVOKED

Extent of
Citation Statutory Instrument revocation
1 2 3

The Social Security (General S.I. 1974/2079 (1984 III, Regulation 2
Benefit) Regulations 1974 p. 8113)

The Social Security (Hospital S.I. 1975/555 (1975 I, Regulation
In-Patients) Regulations 1975 p. 1927)2(3)(d) 2(3)(d)

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This Note is not part of the Regulations.)

These Regulations make provision as to the circumstances in which a person is
to be treated as residing or not residing with another person and as to the
circumstances in which persons are to be treated as residing or not residing
together.   They also revoke former provisions which were contained in
regulations.
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