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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1981 No. 552

The Magistrates' Courts Rules 1981

SUMMONS

Form of summons

98.—(1)  A summons shall be signed by the justice issuing it or state his name and be authenticated
by the signature of the clerk of a magistrates' court.

(2)  A summons requiring a person to appear before a magistrates' court to answer to an
information or complaint shall state shortly the matter of the information or complaint and shall state
the time and place at which the defendant is required by the summons to appear.

(3)  A single summons may be issued against a person in respect of several informations or
complaints; but the summons shall state the matter of each information or complaint separately and
shall have effect as several summonses, each issued in respect of one information or complaint.

Commencement Information
I1 Rule 98 in force at 6.7.1981, see rule 1(1)

Service of summons, etc.

99.—(1)  Service of a summons issued by a justice of the peace on a person other than a
corporation may be effected—

(a) by delivering it to the person to whom it is directed; or
(b) by leaving it for him with some person at his last known or usual place of abode; or
(c) by sending it by post in a letter addressed to him at his last known or usual place of abode.

(2)  If the person summoned fails to appear, service of a summons in manner authorised by sub-
paragraph (b) or (c) of paragraph (1) shall not be treated as proved unless it is proved that the
summons came to his knowledge; and for that purpose any letter or other communication purporting
to be written by him or on his behalf in such terms as reasonably to justify the inference that the
summons came to his knowledge shall be admissible as evidence of that fact;
Provided that this paragraph shall not apply to any summons in respect of a summary offence served
in manner authorised by the said sub-paragraph (c) in a registered letter or by recorded delivery
service.

(3)  Service for the purposes of the Act of 1980 of a summons issued by a justice of the peace on
a corporation may be effected by delivering it at, or sending it by post to, the registered office of the
corporation, if that office is in the United Kingdom, or, if there is no registered office in the United
Kingdom, any place in the United Kingdom where the corporation trades or conducts its business.

(4)  Paragraph (3) shall have effect in relation to a document (other than a summons) issued by
a justice of the peace as it has effect in relation to a summons so issued, but with the substitution of
references to England and Wales for the references to the United Kingdom.
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(5)  Any summons or other document served in manner authorised by the preceding provisions of
this rule shall, for the purposes of any enactment other than the Act of 1980 or these Rules requiring
a summons or other document to be served in any particular manner, be deemed to have been as
effectively served as if it had been served in that manner; and nothing in this rule shall render invalid
the service of a summons or other document in that manner.

(6)  Sub-paragraph (c) of paragraph (1) shall not authorise the service by post of—
(a) a summons requiring the attendance of any person to give evidence or produce a document

or thing; or
(b) a summons issued under any enactment relating to the liability of members of the naval,

military or air forces of the Crown for the maintenance of their wives and children, whether
legitimate or illegitimate.

(7)  In the case of a summons issued on an application for an order under section 16 or 17(1) of the
Act of 1978 (powers of court to make orders for the protection of a party to a marriage or a child of
the family) service of the summons shall not be effected in manner authorised by sub-paragraph (b)
or (c) of paragraph (1) unless a justice of the peace is satisfied by evidence on oath that prompt
personal service of the summons is impracticable and allows service to be effected in such manner.

(8)  Where this rule or any other of these Rules provides that a summons or other document may
be sent by post to a person's last known or usual place of abode that rule shall have effect as if it
provided also for the summons or other document to be sent in the manner specified in the rule to
an address given by that person for that purpose.

(9)  This rule shall not apply to a judgment summons.

Commencement Information
I2 Rule 99 in force at 6.7.1981, see rule 1(1)
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– rule 11A referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 12.1
– rule 11A rev in pt by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 914(b)(d)
– rule 12 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 7.3
– rule 13 amended by
– rules 1313A referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rules 37.137.2
– rule 14 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 37.7
– rule 15 omitted by S.I. 2021/626 rule 2(12)(b)
– rule 15 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 37.3
– rule 15 rev in pt by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 915
– rule 16 am by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 916(1)(2)
– rule 16 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 6.1
– rule 16 rev in pt by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 916(3)
– rule 17 am by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 917(1)(a)17(1)(b)(2)
– rule 17 amended by
– rule 17-20 omitted by S.I. 2021/626 rule 2(12)(c)
– rules 1718 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rules 43.143.2 (Pt 43) (Pt 43)
– rule 17 rev in pt by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 917(1)(c)
– rule 17(1)rev in pt and amended by S.I. 1992/2072 rule 2(b)
– rule 17(1)(i) added by S.I. 1994/1481 rule 3(b)
– rule 17(2) rev in pt by S.I. 1992/2072 rule 2(c)
– rule 17(3) rev in pt by S.I. 1992/2072 rule 2(d)
– rule 18 am by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 918
– rule 19 am by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 919(1)(a)–(c) (d)(i) (2)
– rule 19 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 42.1 (Pt 42) (Pt 42)
– rule 19 rev in pt by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 919(1)(d)(ii)(e)
– rule 20 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 7.4
– rule 20 rev in pt by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 920
– rule 21 revoked by S.I. 1997/706 rule 11
– rule 21 revoked by S.I. 1997/706 rule 11
– rule 22-32 omitted by S.I. 2021/626 rule 2(12)(d)
– rule 22 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 37.6
– rule 23 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 18.8
– rule 24 am by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 921
– rule 24 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 49.1
– rule 25 am by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 922(1)(a)22(1)(b)22(2)(b)(c)
– rule 25 amended by
– rule 25 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 19.13
– rule 25 rev in pt by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 922(1)(c)22(2)(a)(d)
– rule 25(1)(i) added by S.I. 1992/2073 rule 2(e)
– rule 26 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 19.14
– rule 27 am by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 923
– rule 27 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 45.1 (Pt 45) (Pt 45)
– rule 28 am (cross–heading am) by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 924
– rule 28 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 54.1 (Pt 54) (Pt 54)
– rule 28 subst by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 925
– rule 28(1) replaced by S.I. 1992/2072 rule 2(f)
– rule 28(1A) amended by S.I. 1998/2167 rule 4(2)(a)(i)
– rule 28(1A)(b) revoked by S.I. 1998/2167 rule 4rule 4(2)rule 4(2)(a)(ii)
– rule 28(2) amended by S.I. 1992/2072 rule 2(g)
– rule 28(2) amended by S.I. 1998/2167 rule 4(2)(b)(i)
– rule 28(2) amended by S.I. 1998/2167 rule 4(2)(b)(ii)
– rule 28(4) added by S.I. 1992/2072 rule 2(h)
– rule 28(4) substituted by S.I. 1998/2167 rule 4(2)(c)
– rule 29 am by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 926(1)26(2)(a)
– rule 29 amended by
– rules 2930 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rules 47.147.2 (Pt 47) (Pt 47)
– rule 29 rev in pt by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 926(2)(b)
– rule 29(1A)(3) revoked by S.I. 1992/2072 rule 2(1)
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– rule 29(2) rev in pt by S.I. 1992/2072 rule 2(j)
– rule 30 am by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 927(1)(a)27(2)(a)(3)
– rule 30 rev in pt by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 927(1)(b)27(2)(b)
– rule 31 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 49.2
– rule 32 am by S.I. 2001/610 rules 37
– rule 32 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 55.1
– rule 32(1)(a) words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 69
– rule 33 revoked by S.I. 1997/706 rule 12
– rule 33 revoked by S.I. 1997/706 rule 12
– rule 35A revoked by
– rule 36 amended by
– rule 36 amended by
– rule 38 am by S.I. 2001/610 rule 3
– rule 38 omitted by S.I. 2014/879 art. 17
– rule 39 am by S.I. 2001/610 rules 38
– rule 39 am by S.I. 2005/2930 rule 2(c)Sch 1 para 4
– rule 39 substituted by S.I. 1992/457 Sch. reg.16
– rule 39(1) words substituted by S.I. 2021/626 rule 2(6)
– rule 39(6) applied by S.I. 2010/2955 rule 9.2
– rule 39(6) omitted by S.I. 2014/879 art. 17
– rule 40 am by S.I. 2001/610 rules 37
– rule 40 rev by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 928
– rule 41 am by S.I. 2001/610 rules 36
– rule 41 amended by
– rule 41 applied by S.I. 2010/2955 rule 9.2
– rule 41 applied (with modifications) by S.I. 2011/1329 rule 46
– rule 41 omitted by S.I. 2014/879 art. 17
– rule 41(1)(a) words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 70(a)
– rule 41(2) words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 70(b)(i)
– rule 41(2) words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 70(b)(ii)
– rule 41(3) words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 70(c)
– rule 41(4) words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 70(d)(i)
– rule 41(4) words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 70(d)(ii)
– rule 41(4) words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 70(d)(iii)
– rule 41(5) words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 70(e)(i)
– rule 41(5) words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 70(e)(ii)
– rule 41(5) words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 70(e)(iii)
– rule 41(7) words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 70(f)(i)
– rule 41(7) words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 70(f)(ii)
– rule 41(7) words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 70(f)(iii)
– rule 41(8) words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 70(g)
– rule 42 revoked by
– rule 43 amended by
– rule 43 applied by S.I. 2010/2955 rule 9.2
– rule 43 omitted by S.I. 2014/879 art. 17
– rule 44 amended by
– rule 44 applied by S.I. 2010/2955 rule 9.2
– rule 44 omitted by S.I. 2014/879 art. 17
– rule 45 am by S.I. 2001/610 rules 379
– rule 45 am by S.I. 2005/2930 rule 2(c)Sch 1 para 5(b)(c)
– rule 45 am (heading am) by S.I. 2005/2930 rule 2(c)Sch 1 para 5(a)
– rule 45 applied by S.I. 2010/2955 rule 9.2
– rule 45 omitted by S.I. 2014/879 art. 17
– rule 46 am by S.I. 2001/610 rule 3
– rule 46 am by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 929
– rule 46 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 52.1
– rule 46(1) word substituted by S.I. 2014/600 Sch. para. 1(b)
– rule 47 am by S.I. 2001/610 rules 35
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– rule 66(12) amended by S.I. 1992/709 art.2Sch.1
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– rule 66A am by S.I. 2001/610 rule 15
– rule 66A inserted by
– rule 66A-66E substituted for rule 66A 66B by S.I. 2021/626 rule 2(8)
– rules 66B6970 am by S.I. 2001/610 rule 3
– rule 66B inserted by
– rule 67 am by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 933
– rule 67 applied by S.I. 2010/2955 rule 9.2
– rule 67 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 4.2
– rule 67(1) words substituted by S.I. 2021/626 rule 2(9)
– rule 68 am by S.I. 2001/610 rule 5
– rule 68 applied by S.I. 2010/2955 rule 9.2
– rule 68 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 6.4
– rule 68 rev in pt by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 934
– rule 69 am by S.I. 2005/2930 rule 2(c)Sch 1 para 7
– rule 69 amended by
– rule 69 applied by S.I. 2010/2955 rule 9.2
– rule 69 omitted by S.I. 2014/879 art. 19
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– rule 70 amended by
– rule 70 amended by
– rule 70-73 omitted by S.I. 2021/626 rule 2(12)(j)
– rule 70 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 27.1
– rule 70 head. substituted by S.I. 1997/706 rule 13
– rule 70 head. substituted by S.I. 1997/706 rule 13
– rule 70(1)(2) amended by S.I. 1997/706 rule 14(a)(b)
– rule 70(1)(2) amended by S.I. 1997/706 rule 14(a)(b)
– rule 70(3) revoked by S.I. 1997/706 rule 14(c)
– rule 70(3) revoked by S.I. 1997/706 rule 14(c)
– rule 70(4) amended by S.I. 1997/706 rule 14(d)(i)Cii)
– rule 70(4) amended by S.I. 1997/706 rule 14(d)(i)Cii)
– rule 70(4) rev.in pt. by S.I. 1997/706 rule 14(d)(iii)
– rule 70(4) rev.in pt. by S.I. 1997/706 rule 14(d)(iii)
– rule 70(5) amended by S.I. 1997/706 rule 14(e)
– rule 70(5) amended by S.I. 1997/706 rule 14(e)
– rule 70(5A) added by S.I. 1997/706 rule 14(f)
– rule 70(5A) added by S.I. 1997/706 rule 14(f)
– rule 70(6) substituted by S.I. 1997/706 rule 14(g)
– rule 70(6) substituted by S.I. 1997/706 rule 14(g)
– rule 70(7) substituted by S.I. 1997/706 rule 14(h)
– rule 70(7) substituted by S.I. 1997/706 rule 14(h)
– rule 70(8) amended by S.I. 1997/706 rule 14(i)
– rule 70(8) amended by S.I. 1997/706 rule 14(i)
– rule 70(9) substituted by S.I. 1997/706 rule 14(j)
– rule 70(9) substituted by S.I. 1997/706 rule 14(j)
– rules 7172 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rules 37.437.5
– rule 71 rev.in pt. by S.I. 1997/706 rule 15
– rule 71 rev.in pt. by S.I. 1997/706 rule 15
– rule 72 amended by S.I. 1992/729 rule 4
– rule 72A added by S.I. 2004/2993 rule 2
– rule 72A referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rules 35.2–35.9
– rule 72A(1) words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 76(a)
– rule 72A(2)-(5) words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 76(b)
– rule 73 am by S.I. 2001/610 rules 316
– rule 73 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 7.9
– rule 73 replaced by
– rule 74 am by S.I. 2001/610 rules 36
– rule 74 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 63.3
– rule 74(2) amended by S.I. 1993/1183 rule 3(e)
– rule 74(3)(a) omitted by S.I. 2021/626 rule 2(12)(k)
– rule 74(4) words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 75
– rule 74(5)-(7) omitted by S.I. 2021/626 rule 2(12)(k)
– rule 74(7) added by S.I. 1992/2072 rule 2(m)
– rules 7576 am by S.I. 2001/610 rule 3
– rule 75 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 63.6
– rules 76–81 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rules 64.1–64.6
– rule 77 am by S.I. 2001/610 rules 35
– rule 78 am by S.I. 2001/610 rule 3
– rule 78(2) words substituted by S.I. 2021/626 rule 2(10)
– rule 79 am by S.I. 2001/610 rules 35717
– rule 79(2) words substituted by S.I. 2021/626 rule 2(11)
– rule 82 am by S.I. 2001/610 rule 3
– rule 82 words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 77(a)
– rule 82 words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 77(b)
– rule 82 words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 77(c)
– rule 84-90A omitted by S.I. 2021/626 rule 2(12)(l)
– rules 84–88 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rules 19.4–19.8
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– rule 84A am by S.I. 2001/610 rules 35
– rule 84A referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 19.1
– rule 84A(2)(b) words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 78
– rule 86 am by S.I. 2001/167 rule 4
– rule 86 am by S.I. 2001/610 rules 318
– rule 86 amended by
– rules 8687 rev in pt by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 93536
– rule 86(1)(b) words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 79
– rule 86(1)(b) words substituted by S.I. 2020/100 Sch. para. 2(4)
– rules 878993 am by S.I. 2001/610 rule 3
– rule 87 amended by
– rule 90 amended by
– rule 90 amended by
– rules 9090A referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rules 19.1019.11
– rule 90 rev in pt by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 937
– rules 90A95A added by S.I. 1993/1183 rule 3(f)(g)
– rule 90B added by S.I. 2001/167 rule 5
– rule 90B referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 18.4
– rule 91-94 omitted by S.I. 2021/626 rule 2(12)(m)
– rule 91 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 19.3
– rule 91 replaced by
– rule 92 am by S.I. 2001/610 rule 19
– rule 92 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 19.12
– rule 92 words substituted by S.I. 2005/617 Sch. para. 80
– rule 93 amended by S.I. 1998/3046 rule 2(7)
– rule 93 amended by S.I. 2000/3361 rule 2(7)
– rule 93 referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 19.21
– rule 93A added by S.I. 1994/1481 rule 3(c)
– rule 93A am by S.I. 2001/610 rules 320
– rule 93A referred to by S.I. 2005/384 rule 19.16
– rules 93A93B rev in pt by S.I. 2003/1236 rules 93839
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