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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1987 No. 1971

The Housing Benefit (General) Regulations 1987

PART XIII
OVERPAYMENTS

Recoverable overpayments

99.—(1)  Any overpayment, except one to which paragraph (2) applies, shall be recoverable.
(2)  This paragraph applies to an overpayment caused by an official error where the claimant or a

person acting on his behalf or any other person to whom the payment is made could not, at the time
of receipt of the payment, reasonably have been expected to realise that it was an overpayment.

(3)  In paragraph (2), “overpayment caused by official error” means an overpayment caused by a
mistake made or something done or omitted to be done by the appropriate authority or by an officer
or person acting for that authority or by an officer of the Department of Health and Social Security
or the Department of Employment acting as such where the claimant, a person acting on his behalf
or any other person to whom the payment is made did not cause or materially contribute to that
mistake, act or omission.

[SS87/1765]


