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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1991 No. 1247

The Family Proceedings Rules 1991

PART II
MATRIMONIAL CAUSES

Pleadings and amendment

Filing of answer to petition

2.12.—(1)  Subject to paragraph (2) and to rules 2.10, 2.14 and 2.37, a respondent or co-
respondent who—

(a) wishes to defend the petition or to dispute any of the facts alleged in it,
(b) being the respondent wishes to make in the proceedings any charge against the petitioner

in respect of which the respondent prays for relief, or
(c) being the respondent to a petition to which section 5(1) of the Act of 1973 applies, wishes

to oppose the grant of a decree on the ground mentioned in that subsection,
shall, within 21 days after the expiration of the time limited for giving notice of intention to defend,
file an answer to the petition.

(2)  An answer may be filed notwithstanding that the person filing the answer has not given notice
of intention to defend.

(3)  Any reference in these rules to a person who has given notice of intention to defend shall
be construed as including a reference to a person who has filed an answer without giving notice of
intention to defend.

(4)  Where in a cause in which relief is sought under section 12(d) of the Act of 1973(1) the
respondent files an answer containing no more than a simple denial of the facts stated in the petition,
he shall, if he intends to rebut the charges in the petition, give the court notice to that effect when
filing his answer.

(1) Section 12(d) was amended by the Mental Health Act 1983 (c. 20), Schedule 4, paragraph 34.
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