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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1991 No. 1247

The Family Proceedings Rules 1991

PART III
OTHER MATRIMONIAL ETC PROCEEDINGS

General provisions as to proceedings under rules 3.12, 3.13, 3.14 and 3.15

3.16.—(1)  A petition under rule 3.12, 3.13, 3.14 or 3.15 shall be supported by an affidavit by
the petitioner verifying the petition and giving particulars of every person whose interest may be
affected by the proceedings and his relationship to the petitioner.

Provided that if the petitioner is under the age of 18, the affidavit shall, unless otherwise
directed, be made by his next friend.

(2)  Where the jurisdiction of the court to entertain a petition is based on habitual residence the
petition shall include a statement of the addresses of the places of residence of the person so resident
and the length of residence at each place either during the period of one year ending with the date of
the presentation of the petition or, if that person is dead, throughout the period of one year ending
with the date of death.

(3)  An affidavit for the purposes of paragraph (1) may contain statements of information or belief
with the sources and grounds thereof.

(4)  A copy of the petition and every document accompanying it shall be sent by the petitioner
to the Attorney General at least one month before the petition is filed and it shall not be necessary
thereafter to serve these documents upon him.

(5)  The proper officer shall send a copy of any answer to the Attorney General if he has notified
the court that he wishes to intervene in the proceedings.

(6)  When all answers to the petition have been filed the petitioner shall issue and serve on all
respondents to the application a request for directions as to any other persons who should be made
respondents to the petition or given notice of the proceedings.

(7)  When giving directions in accordance with paragraph (6) the court shall consider whether it is
necessary that the Attorney General should argue before it any question relating to the proceedings,
and if it does so consider, the Attorney General need not file an answer and the court shall give
directions requiring him to serve on all parties to the proceedings a summary of his argument.

(8)  Persons given notice of proceedings pursuant to directions given in accordance with
paragraph (6) shall within 21 days after service of the notice upon them be entitled to apply to the
court to be joined as parties.

(9)  The Attorney General may file an answer to the petition within 21 days after directions have
been given under paragraph (7) and no directions for trial shall be given until that period and the
period referred to in paragraph (8) have expired.

(10)  The Attorney General, in deciding whether it is necessary or expedient to intervene in the
proceedings, may have a search made for, and may inspect and bespeak a copy of, any document
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filed or lodged in the court offices which relates to any other family proceedings referred to in
proceedings.

(11)  Declarations made in accordance with section 55, section 56(1)(a), section 56(1)(b) and (2)
and section 57 of the Act of 1986 shall be in the forms prescribed respectively in Forms M29, M30,
M31 and M32.

(12)  Subject to rules 3.12, 3.13, 3.14 and 3.15 and this rule, these rules shall, so far as applicable
and with the exception of rule 2.6(1), apply with the necessary modifications to the proceedings as
if they were a cause.
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