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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1991 No. 1247

The Family Proceedings Rules 1991

PART IX
DISABILITY

Separate representation of children

9.5.—(1)  Without prejudice to rule 2.57, if in any family proceedings it appears to the court that
any child ought to be separately represented, the court may appoint—

(a) the Official Solicitor, or
(b) some other proper person,

(provided, in either case, that he consents) to be the guardian ad litem of the child, with authority to
take part in the proceedings on the child’s behalf.

(2)  An order under paragraph (1) may be made by the court of its own motion or on the application
of a party to the proceedings or of the proposed guardian ad litem.

(3)  The court may at any time direct that an application be made by a party for an order under
paragraph (1) and may stay the proceedings until the application has been made.

(4)  Unless otherwise directed, on making an application for an order under paragraph (1) the
applicant shall—

(a) unless he is the proposed guardian ad litem, file a written consent by the proposed guardian
to act as such;

(b) unless the proposed guardian ad litem is the Official Solicitor, file a certificate by a solicitor
that the proposed guardian has no interest in the proceedings adverse to that of the child
and that he is a proper person to be a guardian.

(5)  Unless otherwise directed, a person appointed under this rule or rule 2.57 to be the guardian ad
litem of a child in any family proceedings shall be treated as a party for the purpose of any provision
of these rules requiring a document to be served on or notice to be given to a party to the proceedings.


