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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2001 No. 1004

The Social Security (Contributions) Regulations 2001

PART 5
EXCEPTION FROM LIABILITY FOR CLASS 2 CONTRIBUTIONS,

PROVISIONS ABOUT CLASS 3 CONTRIBUTIONS, AND REALLOCATION
AND REFUND OF CONTRIBUTIONS (OTHER THAN CLASS 4)

[F1Return of contributions paid in error

52.—(1)  This regulation applies if a contribution other than a Class 4 contribution has been paid
in error.

This regulation is subject to regulations 51 and 57.
(2)  If this regulation applies, an application may be made to the Board for the return of the

contribution paid in error.
(3)  An application under paragraph (2) shall be made to the Board—

(a) in writing, or in such form and by such means of electronic communications as are
approved; and

(b) within the time permitted by paragraph (8).
(4)  On the making of an application under paragraph (2) the Board shall return the contribution

paid in error.

This is subject to paragraphs (5) and (6).
(5)  Paragraph (4) does not require the return of contributions unless the amount to be returned

exceeds—
(a) in the case of Class 1 contributions, 1/15 of a contribution at the main primary percentage

payable on earnings at the upper earnings limit in respect of primary Class 1 contributions
prescribed in regulation 10 for the last or only year in respect of which the contributions
were paid; or

(b) in the case of a Class 1A or Class 1B contribution, 50 pence.
(6)  Paragraph (4) does not require the return of a primary Class 1 contribution which is treated

as properly paid by regulation 3 of the Social Security (Additional Pension) (Contributions Paid in
Error) Regulations 1996.

(7)  Contributions paid by a secondary contributor on behalf of any person in error—
(a) if they are not recovered from that person by the secondary contributor, may be returned

to the secondary contributor; and
(b) if they are recovered by the secondary contributor from that person may be returned—

(i) to that person; or
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(ii) with that person’s consent given in writing or in such form and by such means of
electronic communications as may be approved, to the secondary contributor.

(8)  An application for the return of any contribution paid in error shall be made within the period
of six years from the end of the year in which the contribution was due to be paid.

This is subject to the following qualification.

If the application is made after the end of that period, an officer of the Board shall admit it if
satisfied that—

(a) the person making the application had reasonable excuse for not making the application
within that period; and

(b) the application was made without unreasonable delay after the excuse had ceased.
(9)  In this regulation “error” means, and means only, an error which—

(a) is made at the time of the payment; and
(b) relates to some past or present matter.]
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