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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2001 No. 561

The Road Vehicles (Display of
Registration Marks) Regulations 2001

PART II
REGISTRATION PLATES

Interpretation of Part II

4. In this Part the following expressions shall have the following meanings—
“diagonal length”, in relation to a relevant area, means the length of a line drawn diagonally
across the square enclosing the area (so that the extent of the relevant area is thereby delimited);
“relevant area”, in relation to a registration plate, means the area contained in a square
described on the ground—
(a) in front of the vehicle in the case of a plate fixed on the front of the vehicle, and
(b) behind the vehicle in the case of a plate fixed on the rear of the vehicle,
where one corner of the square is immediately below the middle of the plate and the diagonal
of the square from that corner is parallel to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle;
“relevant type-approval directive” means—
(a) in the case of a motor cycle, motor tricycle or quadricycle—

(i) Council Directive 93/94/EEC(1) (as amended by Commission Directive 99/26/
EC(2)) as regards the space to be provided for fixing of the rear registration plate,
and

(ii) Council Directive 93/92/EEC(3) as regards the rear registration plate lamp;
(b) in the case of any other vehicle or a trailer—

(i) Council Directive 70/222/EEC(4) as regards the space to be provided for fixing of
the rear registration plate, and

(ii) Council Directive 76/760/EEC(5) (as amended by Commission Directive 97/31/
EC(6)) as regards the rear registration plate lamp.
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