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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2002 No. 618

The Medical Devices Regulations 2002

PART IV
In Vitro Diagnostic Medical Devices

[F1Performance requirements for coronavirus test devices

38B.—(1)  The requirements that a coronavirus test device must meet for the purposes of
regulation 38A(5) are set out in paragraphs (2) to (6).

(2)  A coronavirus test device must be able to be put into service in accordance with this Part.
(3)  A coronavirus test device that is an antigen test must have—

(a) a level of sensitivity, using a 95% two-sided confidence interval, that is entirely above
60%;

(b) a level of specificity, using a 95% two-sided confidence interval, that is entirely above
93%.

(4)  A coronavirus test device that is a direct molecular test must have—
(a) a level of sensitivity, using a 95% two-sided confidence interval, that is entirely above

70%;
(b) a level of specificity, using a 95% two-sided confidence interval, that is entirely above

93%.
(5)  A coronavirus test device that is an extracted molecular test must have—

(a) a level of sensitivity, using a 95% two-sided confidence interval, that is entirely above
93%;

(b) a level of specificity, using a 95% two-sided confidence interval, that is entirely above
97%.

(6)  Where a coronavirus test device is also intended to detect the presence of anything other
than a viral antigen or viral ribonucleic acid (RNA) specific to severe acute respiratory syndrome
coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2), the requirements in paragraphs (2) to (5) apply only in relation to its
performance in detecting the presence of that viral antigen or viral ribonucleic acid (RNA).

(7)  In this regulation and in regulation 38C—
“antigen test” means an in vitro diagnostic medical device for the detection of the presence of
a viral antigen specific to severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2);
“direct molecular test” means an in vitro diagnostic medical device which—
(a) is for the detection of the presence of viral ribonucleic acid (RNA) specific to severe

acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2), and
(b) does not use a preliminary step of purification and concentration;
“extracted molecular test” means an in vitro diagnostic medical device which—
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(a) is for the detection of the presence of viral ribonucleic acid (RNA) specific to severe
acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2), and

(b) uses a preliminary step of purification and concentration;
“sensitivity”, in relation to a coronavirus test device, means the proportion of true positives
that are correctly identified by the test, calculated using the equation—

Sensitivity=True PositivesTrue Positives+False Negatives
“specificity”, in relation to a coronavirus test device, means the proportion of true negatives
that are correctly identified by the test, calculated using the equation—

Specificity=True NegativesTrue Negatives+False Positives

]
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Instrument associated Parts and
Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Instrument (including any effects on those
provisions):
– Pt. 8 inserted by S.I. 2019/791 reg. 10 (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. Reg. 10 omitted immediately before IP completion day by virtue
of S.I. 2020/1478, regs. 1(3), Sch. 2 para. 54)

– Pt. 9 inserted by S.I. 2019/791 reg. 11 (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. Reg. 11 omitted immediately before IP completion day by virtue
of S.I. 2020/1478, regs. 1(3), Sch. 2 para. 55)

– Sch. 3 inserted by 2021 c. 3 Sch. 3 para. 2
– Sch. 19 para. 5 words substituted by S.I. 2019/791, reg. 12 (as amended) by S.I.

2019/1385 Sch. 2 para. 11(2)(a) (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk.
Sch. 2 paras. 9-11 omitted (9.12.2020) by virtue of S.I. 2020/1478, regs. 1(2), 4(2)
(c))

– Sch. 19 para. 5 words substituted by S.I. 2019/791, reg. 12 (as amended) by S.I.
2019/1385 Sch. 2 para. 11(2)(b) (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk.
Sch. 2 paras. 9-11 omitted (9.12.2020) by virtue of S.I. 2020/1478, regs. 1(2), 4(2)
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– Sch. 24 para. 1(7) heading words omitted by virtue of S.I. 2019/791, reg. 12 (as
amended) by S.I. 2019/1385 Sch. 2 para. 11(3)(a) (This amendment not applied
to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 2 paras. 9-11 omitted (9.12.2020) by virtue of S.I.
2020/1478, regs. 1(2), 4(2)(c))

– Sch. 24 para. 1(7) words omitted by virtue of S.I. 2019/791, reg. 12 (as amended)
by S.I. 2019/1385 Sch. 2 para. 11(3)(b) (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 2 paras. 9-11 omitted (9.12.2020) by virtue of S.I.
2020/1478, regs. 1(2), 4(2)(c))

– reg. 4D(10)(b) substituted by S.I. 2019/791, reg. 3(7) (as amended) by S.I.
2019/1385 Sch. 2 para. 2(3)(a) (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk.
Sch. 2 para. 2(3) omitted (9.12.2020) by virtue of S.I. 2020/1478, regs. 1(2), 4(2)(a)
(ii))

– reg. 4E(7) words substituted by S.I. 2019/791, reg. 3(7) (as amended) by S.I.
2019/1385 Sch. 2 para. 2(3)(b) (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk.
Sch. 2 para. 2(3) omitted (9.12.2020) by virtue of S.I. 2020/1478, regs. 1(2), 4(2)(a)
(ii))

– reg. 6(d) inserted by S.I. 2019/791 reg. 4(2) (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. Reg. 4(2) omitted immediately before IP completion day by S.I.
2020/1478, regs. 1(3), Sch. 2 para. 10)

– reg. 33(1)(c) inserted by S.I. 2019/791 reg. 6(2)(a) (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. Reg. 6(2) omitted immediately before IP completion day by S.I.
2020/1478, regs. 1(3), Sch. 2 para. 35)

– reg. 33(2)(c) inserted by S.I. 2019/791 reg. 6(2)(b) (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. Reg. 6(2) omitted immediately before IP completion day by S.I.
2020/1478, regs. 1(3), Sch. 2 para. 35)

– reg. 60A excluded by 2021 c. 3 Sch. 2 para. 4
– reg. 60A excluded by 2021 c. 3 Sch. 2 para. 5(2)
– reg. 60A-60C inserted by 2021 c. 3 Sch. 3 para. 1
– reg. 75(3) words inserted by S.I. 2019/791, reg. 10 (as amended) by S.I. 2019/1385

Sch. 2 para. 9(2)(a) (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 2 paras.
9-11 omitted (9.12.2020) by virtue of S.I. 2020/1478, regs. 1(2), 4(2)(c))

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/791
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/791/regulation/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/791
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/791/regulation/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/3/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/3/schedule/3/paragraph/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385/schedule/2/paragraph/11/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385/schedule/2/paragraph/11/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385/schedule/2/paragraph/11/3/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385/schedule/2/paragraph/11/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385/schedule/2/paragraph/2/3/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385/schedule/2/paragraph/2/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/791
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/791/regulation/4/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/791
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/791/regulation/6/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/791
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/791/regulation/6/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/3/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/3/schedule/2/paragraph/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/3/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/3/schedule/2/paragraph/5/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/3/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/3/schedule/3/paragraph/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1385/schedule/2/paragraph/9/2/a


– reg. 75(7) inserted by S.I. 2019/791, reg. 10 (as amended) by S.I. 2019/1385 Sch. 2
para. 9(2)(b) (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 2 paras. 9-11
omitted (9.12.2020) by virtue of S.I. 2020/1478, regs. 1(2), 4(2)(c))

– reg. 93(4) inserted by S.I. 2019/791, reg. 10 (as amended) by S.I. 2019/1385 Sch.
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Sch. 2 paras. 9-11 omitted (9.12.2020) by virtue of S.I. 2020/1478, regs. 1(2), 4(2)
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