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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2003 No. 118

The Intercountry Adoption (Hague
Convention) Regulations 2003

PART 2
Requirements, procedure, recognition and effect of adoption in

England and Wales where the United Kingdom is the receiving State

Adoption agency decision and notification

10.—(1)  The adoption agency must take into account the recommendation of the adoption panel
in coming to a decision about whether the prospective adopter is suitable to be an adoptive parent.

(2)  No member of an adoption panel shall take part in any decision made by the adoption agency
under paragraph (1).

(3)  If the adoption agency decide to approve the prospective adopter as suitable to be an adoptive
parent, it must notify him in writing of its decision.

(4)  If the adoption agency consider that the prospective adopter is not suitable to be an adoptive
parent, it must—

(a) notify the prospective adopter in writing that it proposes not to approve him as suitable
to be an adoptive parent;

(b) send with that notification its reasons together with a copy of the recommendations of the
adoption panel, if different; and

(c) invite the prospective adopter to submit any representations he wishes to make within 28
days.

(5)  If within the period of 28 days referred to in paragraph (4), the prospective adopter has not
made any representations, the adoption agency may proceed to make its decision and shall notify
the prospective adopter in writing of its decision together with the reasons for that decision.

(6)  If within the period of 28 days referred to in paragraph (4), the adoption agency receive further
representations from the prospective adopter, it may refer the case together with all the relevant
information to the adoption panel for further consideration.

(7)  The adoption panel must reconsider any case referred to it under paragraph (6) and make a
fresh recommendation to the adoption agency as to whether the prospective adopter is suitable to
be an adoptive parent.

(8)  The adoption agency must make a decision on the case but if the case has been referred to
the adoption panel under paragraph (6) it must make the decision only after taking into account any
recommendation of the adoption panel made under paragraph (7).

(9)  As soon as possible after making the decision under paragraph (8), the adoption agency must
notify the prospective adopter in writing of its decision, stating its reasons for that decision if they
do not consider the prospective adopter to be suitable to be an adoptive parent, and of the adoption
panel’s recommendations, if this is different from the adoption agency’s decision.


