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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2003 No. 1998

The Road Vehicles (Authorisation of
Special Types) (General) Order 2003

PART 4
OTHER SPECIAL VEHICLES REQUIRING NOTIFICATIONS OR ATTENDANTS

Vehicles for tests, trials or non-UK use etc

Vehicles for tests, trials or non-UK use etc: recognised category

36.—(1)  The following are recognised categories of special vehicles—
(a) any motor vehicle or trailer which is constructed for use outside the United Kingdom;
(b) any type of motor vehicle or trailer which is constructed for use outside the United

Kingdom;
(c) any new or improved type of motor vehicle or trailer which is constructed for tests or trials;
(d) any motor vehicle or trailer which is equipped with new or improved equipment;
(e) any motor vehicle or trailer which is equipped with new or improved types of equipment.

(2)  Paragraph (1) does not include—
(a) any motor vehicle or trailer which is not a wheeled vehicle; or
(b) any motor vehicle or trailer which is, or forms part of, a recognised category of special

vehicles specified in sub-paragraph (a), (b), (c) or (d) of article 10(1).

Commencement Information
I1 Art. 36 in force at 25.8.2003, see art. 1(2)

Vehicles for tests, trials or non-UK use etc: authorisation requirements

37. The authorisation requirements applicable to vehicles falling within any of the recognised
categories of special vehicles mentioned in article 36(1) are—

(a) the requirements specified in articles 38 to 40; and
(b) the requirements specified in Schedule 11.

Commencement Information
I2 Art. 37 in force at 25.8.2003, see art. 1(2)
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Vehicles for tests, trials or non-UK use etc: requirements as to length

38.—(1)  This article applies to—
(a) a vehicle falling within any of the recognised categories of special vehicles mentioned in

article 36(1), where the overall length of the vehicle exceeds the overall length permitted
for that description of vehicle under regulation 7 of the Construction and Use Regulations;
and

(b) a vehicle-combination, being a combination that includes one or more motor vehicles or
trailers that fall within any of those recognised categories of special vehicles, where the
overall length of the vehicle-combination exceeds the overall length for that combination
permitted under regulation 7 of the Construction and Use Regulations.

(2)  The user of the vehicle or vehicle-combination must—
(a) before the start of any journey, notify in accordance with Schedule 5 the chief officer of

police for each area in which the vehicle or vehicle-combination is to be used; and
(b) ensure that the vehicle or vehicle-combination is used in accordance with the requirements

of that Schedule.

Commencement Information
I3 Art. 38 in force at 25.8.2003, see art. 1(2)

Vehicles for tests, trials or non-UK use etc: requirements as to width

39.—(1)  “Width”, in relation to a vehicle falling within any of the recognised categories of special
vehicles mentioned in article 36(1), means whichever is the greater of—

(a) the overall width of the vehicle; and
(b) the overall width of the vehicle together with the width of any lateral projection or

projections of a load carried on it.
(2)  Where the width of a vehicle falling within any of the recognised categories of special vehicles

mentioned in article 36(1) exceeds 3 metres, the user of the vehicle must—
(a) before the start of any journey, notify in accordance with Schedule 5 the chief officer of

police for each area in which the vehicle is to be used; and
(b) ensure that the vehicle is used in accordance with the requirements of that Schedule.

Commencement Information
I4 Art. 39 in force at 25.8.2003, see art. 1(2)

Vehicles for tests, trials or non-UK use etc: requirements as to weight

40.—(1)  This article applies to a vehicle which is, or a vehicle-combination which includes, a
vehicle falling within any of the recognised categories of special vehicles mentioned in article 36(1)
and which—

(a) does not comply with the requirements of the Authorised Weight Regulations; or
(b) if those Regulations do not apply to it, does not comply with the requirements of

regulations 75 to 79 of the Construction and Use Regulations.
(2)  Before the start of any journey, the user of the vehicle or vehicle-combination must—

2

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/1998/article/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/1998/article/1/2


Document Generated: 2024-07-21
Changes to legislation: There are outstanding changes not yet made by the legislation.gov.uk editorial team to The Road
Vehicles (Authorisation of Special Types) (General) Order 2003. Any changes that have already been made by the team
appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(a) notify in accordance with Part 1 of Schedule 9 the authority (within the meaning of that
Schedule) for each road or bridge on which vehicle or vehicle-combination is to be used;
and

(b) give to each authority an indemnity in the form specified in Part 2 of that Schedule.

Commencement Information
I5 Art. 40 in force at 25.8.2003, see art. 1(2)
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Instrument associated Parts and
Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Instrument (including any effects on those
provisions):
– art. 57-63 inserted by S.I. 2023/524 art. 4
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