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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2003 No. 548

The British Nationality (General) Regulations 2003

[F1PART IIA
Biometric Information and Citizenship

Textual Amendments
F1 Pt. IIA inserted (6.4.2015) by The British Nationality (General) (Amendment) Regulations 2015 (S.I.

2015/738), regs. 1(1), 2(3)

Provision of biometric information with citizenship applications

7A.—(1)  Subject to regulation 7B, where an individual makes an application for registration
or naturalisation as a British citizen, an authorised person may require the individual to provide
biometric information.

(2)  Where an authorised person requires an individual to provide biometric information in
accordance with paragraph (1), the individual must provide it.

Applicants under the age of sixteen

7B.—(1)  An applicant under the age of sixteen (“the child”) must not be required to provide
biometric information in accordance with regulation 7A except where the authorised person is
satisfied that the biometric information will be taken in the presence of a person aged eighteen or
over who is—

(a) the child’s parent or guardian; or
(b) a person who for the time being takes responsibility for the child.

(2)  The person mentioned in paragraph (1)(b) may not be—
(a) an authorised person or any officer of the Secretary of State;
(b) any other person acting on behalf of an authorised person as part of a process specified

under regulation 7C(1)(a) or (c).
(3)  An authorised person shall not require an applicant under the age of sixteen to provide

biometric information unless the decision to do so has been confirmed by a person designated for
the purpose by the Secretary of State.

(4)  This regulation does not apply if the authorised person reasonably believes that the applicant
whose biometric information is to be taken is aged sixteen or over.
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Process by which an individual’s biometric information may be obtained and recorded

7C.—(1)  An authorised person who requires an individual to provide a record of the individual’s
fingerprints or a photograph of the individual’s face under regulation 7A may do any one or more
of the following—

(a) require the individual to make an appointment before a specified date, which the individual
must attend, to enable a record of the individual’s fingerprints or a photograph of the
individual’s face to be taken by an authorised person or by a person acting on behalf of
an authorised person;

(b) specify the date, time and place for the appointment;
(c) require the individual to attend premises before a specified date to enable a record of

the individual’s fingerprints or a photograph of the individual’s face to be taken by an
authorised person or by a person acting on behalf of an authorised person; and

(d) specify any documents which the individual must bring to the appointment or premises,
or action which the individual must take to confirm the individual’s identity.

(2)  An authorised person may require a record of fingerprints or photograph to be of a particular
specification.

(3)  Where an authorised person requires an individual to submit to any requirement in accordance
with paragraph (1), the individual must submit to it.

Consequences of a failure to comply with a requirement of these Regulations

7D. Where an individual who is required to provide biometric information as part of an
application for registration or naturalisation as a British citizen fails to comply with the process, or
combination of processes, required by an authorised person in accordance with regulation 7C, the
Secretary of State may treat the individual’s application as invalid.

Use and retention of biometric information

7E.—(1)  Biometric information provided in accordance with these Regulations may be retained
only if the Secretary of State thinks that it is necessary to retain it for use in connection with—

(a) the exercise of a function by virtue of the Immigration Acts; or
(b) the exercise of a function in relation to nationality.

(2)  Biometric information retained by virtue of paragraph (1) may also be used—
(a) in connection with the prevention, investigation or prosecution of an offence;
(b) for a purpose which appears to the Secretary of State to be required in order to protect

national security;
(c) in connection with identifying persons who have died, or are suffering from illness or

injury; [F2and]
(d) for the purpose of ascertaining whether a person has acted unlawfully, or has obtained or

sought anything to which the person is not legally entitled; F3...
F3(e) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F2 Word in reg. 7E(2)(c) inserted (31.12.2020) by The Immigration and Social Security Co-ordination

(EU Withdrawal) Act 2020 (Consequential, Saving, Transitional and Transitory Provisions) (EU Exit)
Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1309), regs. 1(2), 80(3)(a)
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F3 Reg. 7E(2)(e) and word omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Immigration and Social Security Co-
ordination (EU Withdrawal) Act 2020 (Consequential, Saving, Transitional and Transitory Provisions)
(EU Exit) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1309), regs. 1(2), 80(3)(b)

[F4Power to use and retain existing biometric information

7EA.—(1)  This regulation applies where—
(a) a person makes an application for registration or naturalisation as a British citizen; and
(b) the Secretary of State already has a record of the person’s fingerprints or a photograph of

the person’s face in their possession (for whatever reason).
(2)  Where this regulation applies, the Secretary of State may use or retain that information for

the purposes of these Regulations.]

Textual Amendments
F4 Reg. 7EA inserted (1.7.2021) by The Immigration (Collection, Use and Retention of Biometric

Information and Related Amendments) Regulations 2021 (S.I. 2021/772), reg. 1(1), Sch. para. 1(2)

Destruction of biometric information

7F.—(1)  The Secretary of State must take all reasonable steps to ensure that biometric
information held by the Secretary of State by virtue of these Regulations, including any copies, is
destroyed if the Secretary of State—

(a) no longer thinks that it is necessary to retain the information for use as mentioned in
regulation 7E(1); or

(b) subject to the exception in paragraph (2), is satisfied that the person to whom the
information relates is a British citizen, or a Commonwealth citizen who has a right of
abode in the United Kingdom as a result of section 2(1)(b) of the Immigration Act 1971.

(2)  The exception is that photographs of a person who is registered or naturalised as a British
citizen may be retained until the person is issued with a United Kingdom passport describing the
person as a British citizen.

Retention of fingerprints

7G.—(1)  Save where regulation 7F applies and subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), the Secretary
of State must take all reasonable steps to ensure that any record of a person’s fingerprints held by
the Secretary of State by virtue of these Regulations, including any copies, is destroyed at the end
of the period of [F515] years beginning with [F6—

(a) the date on which the fingerprints were provided; or
(b) the date on which they are reused in connection with a relevant application made by the

person,
whichever is the later.]

(2)  But fingerprints can be held beyond that period if they are—
(a) the fingerprints of a person who is, or at any time has been, subject to a deportation order,

exclusion order or decision to exclude;
(b) the fingerprints of a person who can be, or at any time could have been, refused entry

clearance or leave to enter for a period specified in the immigration rules because of a
previous breach of the United Kingdom’s immigration laws;
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(c) fingerprints that the Secretary of State deems it necessary for national security reasons to
retain for use in connection with one of the functions specified in regulation 7E(1);

(d) the fingerprints of a person with indefinite leave to enter or remain in the United Kingdom;
[F7or]

(e) the fingerprints of a person whose indefinite leave to enter or remain in the United
Kingdom lapses, is revoked or is cancelled, in which case they must be destroyed by the
Secretary of State at the end of ten years beginning with the date of the lapse, revocation
or cancellation (as the case may be); F8...

F8(f) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(3)  The Secretary of State is only required to take steps to destroy, pursuant to paragraph (2)
(e) F9..., the fingerprints of a person whose leave has lapsed F10... on the application, supported by
evidence to the satisfaction of the Secretary of State, of that person.

F11(4)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

[F12(5)  A relevant application for the purposes of paragraph (1) is an application for—
(a) entry clearance;
(b) leave to enter;
(c) leave to remain; or
(d) registration or naturalisation as a British citizen.]

Textual Amendments
F5 Word in reg. 7G(1) substituted (1.7.2021) by The Immigration (Collection, Use and Retention of

Biometric Information and Related Amendments) Regulations 2021 (S.I. 2021/772), reg. 1(1), Sch.
para. 1(3)(a)(i)

F6 Reg. 7G(1)(a)(b) substituted for words (1.7.2021) by The Immigration (Collection, Use and Retention
of Biometric Information and Related Amendments) Regulations 2021 (S.I. 2021/772), reg. 1(1), Sch.
para. 1(3)(a)(ii)

F7 Word in reg. 7G(2)(d) inserted (31.12.2020) by The Immigration and Social Security Co-ordination
(EU Withdrawal) Act 2020 (Consequential, Saving, Transitional and Transitory Provisions) (EU Exit)
Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1309), regs. 1(2), 80(4)(a)(i)

F8 Reg. 7G(2)(f) and word omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Immigration and Social Security Co-
ordination (EU Withdrawal) Act 2020 (Consequential, Saving, Transitional and Transitory Provisions)
(EU Exit) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1309), regs. 1(2), 80(4)(a)(ii)

F9 Words in reg. 7G(3) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Immigration and Social Security Co-
ordination (EU Withdrawal) Act 2020 (Consequential, Saving, Transitional and Transitory Provisions)
(EU Exit) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1309), regs. 1(2), 80(4)(b)(i)

F10 Words in reg. 7G(3) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Immigration and Social Security Co-
ordination (EU Withdrawal) Act 2020 (Consequential, Saving, Transitional and Transitory Provisions)
(EU Exit) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1309), regs. 1(2), 80(4)(b)(ii)

F11 Reg. 7G(4) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Immigration and Social Security Co-ordination
(EU Withdrawal) Act 2020 (Consequential, Saving, Transitional and Transitory Provisions) (EU Exit)
Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1309), regs. 1(2), 80(4)(c)

F12 Reg. 7G(5) inserted (1.7.2021) by The Immigration (Collection, Use and Retention of Biometric
Information and Related Amendments) Regulations 2021 (S.I. 2021/772), reg. 1(1), Sch. para. 1(3)(b)

Destruction etc. of electronic data

7H.—(1)  The Secretary of State must take all reasonable steps to ensure—
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(a) that data held in electronic form which relates to biometric information which has to be
destroyed by virtue of these Regulations is destroyed or erased; or

(b) that access to such data is blocked.
(2)  A person whose biometric information has to be destroyed by virtue of these Regulations

is entitled, on written request, to a certificate issued by the Secretary of State to the effect that the
Secretary of State has taken the steps required by paragraph (1).

(3)  A certificate issued under paragraph (2) must be issued within the period of 3 months
beginning with the date on which the request for it is received by the Secretary of State.

Biometric information: retention under another power
X171. The requirements in these Regulations to destroy biometric information or data do not apply

if and in so far as the information or data is retained in accordance with and for the purposes of
another power.]

Editorial Information
X1 It is assumed the intention was to insert a reg. 7I, not a reg. 71
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