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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Order)

This is the first Commencement Order made under the Children Act 2004 (“the 2004 Act”).
Article 2(1) lists the provisions of the 2004 Act which are to come into force in full or in part on 1st
March 2005. Section 11 concerns arrangements to safeguard and promote welfare and is brought into
force on 1st March 2005 only for the purpose of making an order under section 11(1)(d) designating
Special Health Authorities to which the section applies. The section is brought fully into force on 1st
October 2005 (see Article 2(4)). Sections 13, 14 and 16, which concern Local Safeguarding Children
Boards, are brought into force on 1 March 2005 only for the purposes of making regulations (Article
2(1)(b)). Sub-paragraphs (e) and (n) of Article 2(1) bring into force on 1 March 2005 section 48 and
paragraphs 2, 5, and 7 to 9 of Schedule 4 which make amendments to Part 10A of the Children Act
1989 (“the 1989 Act”) which is concerned with child minding and day care. Related repeals are made
by Part 2 of Schedule 5: Article 2(1)(m) brings that Part into force on 1st March 2005 only in so far
as it repeals specified words in section 79G(2) of, and paragraph 4(3A)(b) of Schedule 9A to, the
1989 Act. Section 60 (child safety orders) applies to England and Wales (Article 2(1)(j)). Part 1 of
Schedule 5 sets out the repeals of provisions concerning children’s plans and is linked to the coming
into force on the same day of section 17 (children and young people’s plans) (Article 2(1)(c) and (l)).
Article 2(2) lists the provisions which are to come into force on 1st April 2005. Section 18 (director
of children’s services) is brought into force only to the extent that it gives local authorities the power
to appoint an officer for the purposes specified in the section. Section 44 (amendments to notification
scheme) is brought into force for the purpose of making regulations concerning the private fostering
notification scheme. The section is brought fully into force on 1st July 2005 (Article 2(3)(a)). Part 4
of Schedule 5 makes a number of repeals which are consequential on the removal of the requirement
to have social services committees made by section 55, which also comes into force on 1 April 2005
(article 2(2)(f)), or which reflect the fact that local authorities will no longer necessarily have a social
services department.
Article 2(4) brings section 11 (arrangements to safeguard and promote welfare) fully into force on
1st October 2005.
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