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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2005 No. 7

The Asylum Seekers (Reception Conditions) Regulations 2005

Tracing family members of unaccompanied minors

6.—(1)  So as to protect an unaccompanied minor’s best interests, the Secretary of State shall
endeavour to trace the members of the minor’s family as soon as possible after the minor makes
his claim for asylum.

(2)  In cases where there may be a threat to the life or integrity of the minor or the minor’s close
family, the Secretary of State shall take care to ensure that the collection, processing and circulation
of information concerning the minor or his close family is undertaken on a confidential basis so as
not to jeopardise his or their safety.

(3)  For the purposes of this regulation—
(a) an unaccompanied minor means a person below the age of eighteen who arrives in the

United Kingdom unaccompanied by an adult responsible for him whether by law or custom
and makes a claim for asylum;

(b) a person shall be an unaccompanied minor until he is taken into the care of such an adult
or until he reaches the age of 18 whichever is the earlier;

(c) an unaccompanied minor also includes a minor who is left unaccompanied after he arrives
in or enters the United Kingdom but before he makes his claim for asylum.


