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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2007 No. 1678

The Virgin Islands Constitution Order 2007

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
CHAPTER 2

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS OF THE INDIVIDUAL

Protection of the right to education

22.—(1)  This section is without prejudice to section 21.
(2)  Every child of the appropriate age, as provided by law, shall be entitled to receive primary

education which shall, subject to subsection (4), be free.
(3)  Except with his or her own consent (or, in the case of a minor, the consent of his or her parent

or legal guardian), no person attending a public educational institution shall be required to receive
religious instruction or to take part in or attend any religious ceremony or observance.

(4)  Every person who is the parent or legal guardian of a child shall be entitled to have his or
her child (of whatever age) educated, at his or her own expense unless a law otherwise provides,
in a private school (that is to say, a school other than one established by a public authority) and, in
such a school, to ensure the religious and moral education of his or her child in accordance with
his or her own convictions.

(5)  Nothing in any law or done under its authority shall be held to contravene subsection (4) to
the extent that it is reasonably justifiable in a democratic society and to the extent that the law makes
provision requiring private schools, as a condition of their being allowed to operate and on terms no
more onerous than are applicable to schools established by a public authority, to satisfy—

(a) such minimum educational standards (including standards relating to the qualifications of
teaching staff and other staff) as may be prescribed by or under any law; and

(b) such minimum standards imposed in the interests of public order, public morality or public
health as may be so prescribed.


