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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2007 No. 1678

The Virgin Islands Constitution Order 2007

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
CHAPTER 5

THE LEGISLATURE

Powers and Procedure

Governor’s reserved power

81.—(1)  If the Governor considers it urgently necessary, for the purpose of complying with any
international obligation applicable to the Virgin Islands, that any Bill introduced, or any motion to
which this section applies proposed, in the House of Assembly should have effect, then, if the House
fails to pass the Bill or carry the motion within such time and in such form as the Governor thinks
fit, and notwithstanding any provisions of this Constitution or any other law or any Standing Orders,
the Governor may, subject to subsection (2), declare that such Bill or motion shall have effect as if it
had been passed or carried by the House, either in the form in which it was introduced or proposed or
with such amendments as the Governor thinks fit which have been moved or proposed in the House
or any committee of the House; and such Bill or motion shall be deemed thereupon to have been so
passed or carried, and the provisions of this Constitution and, in particular, the provisions relating
to assent to Bills and disallowance of laws, shall have effect accordingly.

(2)  The Governor shall not make any declaration under this section except in accordance with
the following conditions—

(a) the question whether the declaration should be made shall first be submitted in writing by
the Governor to the Cabinet and if, upon the question being submitted to it, the Cabinet
advises the Governor that the declaration should be made, the Governor shall make the
declaration;

(b) if, when the question whether the declaration should be made is submitted to it as aforesaid,
the Cabinet does not, within such time as the Governor thinks reasonable and expedient,
advise the Governor that the declaration should be made, then the Governor may submit
the said question to a Secretary of State and may make the declaration if, upon the question
being submitted to him or her, the Secretary of State authorises the Governor to make the
declaration.

(3)  If any member of the Cabinet so desires, he or she may, within thirty days of the date of the
making of a declaration under this section, submit to the Governor a statement in writing of his or
her comments on the making of such declaration, and the Governor shall forward such statement,
or a copy of it, as soon as practicable to a Secretary of State.

(4)  This section applies to any motion—
(a) relating to or for the purposes of a Bill;
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(b) proposing or amending a resolution which, if passed by the House of Assembly, would
have the force of law; or

(c) proposing or amending a resolution upon which the coming into force or continuance in
force of any instrument subsidiary to a Bill depends.

(5)  For the purposes of this section, a Bill shall be validly introduced, and a motion shall be
validly proposed, if it is introduced or proposed by any one member of the House of Assembly.

(6)  The powers conferred on the Governor by subsections (1) and (2) shall be exercised by the
Governor in his or her discretion.
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