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EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This note is not part of the Order)

This Order is the first England only Commencement Order made under the Further Education and
Training Act 2007 (“the 2007 Act”) and brings into force certain provisions of the 2007 Act. There
was an earlier UK wide order, SI. 2007/3505, which commenced provisions in relation to England.

The provisions listed in Article 2 come into force on 21st February 2008.

Paragraphs (a) to (d) of Article 2 list provisions in the 2007 Act which come into force in full. Those
provisions relate to:

(a) the minimum membership of the Learning and Skills Council for England (“the LSC”);

(b) the abolition of local learning and skills councils and the repeal of provisions in the
Learning and Skills Act 2000 (“the 2000 Act”) relating to them;

(c) strategies for functions of the LSC. Section 4 of the 2007 Act inserts section 24A into
the 2000 Act which gives the Secretary of State the power to specify by Order an area
in England as an area for which a body specified in that Order may formulate a strategy
and keep it under review. The strategy will set out how such functions of the LSC as are
specified in the Order are to be carried out in relation to the area. Section 4 also inserts
section 24B into the 2000 Act which places a duty on the Secretary of State to provide
by regulations for the establishment of a body to formulate a strategy, and keep it under
review, setting out how such functions of the LSC as are specified by Order are to be
carried out in Greater London. Section 4 also inserts section 24C into the 2000 Act which
makes provision for the strategies of such bodies to be implemented by the LSC.

(d) the repeal of the duty on the LSC to establish a young people’s learning committee and
an adult learning committee.

Paragraphs (e) to (k) of Article 2 commence the amendments in Schedule 1 to the 2007 Act and
the repeals in Schedule 2 to the 2007 Act consequent upon the coming into force of the provisions
listed in paragraphs (a) to (d).

Article 3 brings into force section 2 of the 2007 Act to the extent that it is not already in force
by inserting sections 18A(1) and (5) and sections 18B and 18C into the 2000 Act. Section 18A(1)
places a duty on the LSC to establish a regional learning and skills council for each area of England
specified by the Secretary of State. Section 18A(5) relates to the delegation of functions by a regional
learning and skills council, with the consent of the LSC, to its staff. Section 18B makes provision
about the functions of regional councils and section 18C makes provision for guidance to given by
the LSC to regional councils.
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