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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2009 No. 3112

The Care Quality Commission (Registration) Regulations 2009

PART 4
REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS

Requirements relating to termination of pregnancies

20.—(1) This regulation applies to a registered person who—

(a) carries on or manages the regulated activity consisting of the termination of pregnancies;
and

(b) is not an English NHS body.

(2) The registered person must ensure that, unless two certificates of opinion have been received
in respect of the service user—

(a) no termination of pregnancy is carried out; and
(b) no fee is demanded or accepted from a service user.

(3) The registered person must ensure that a certificate of opinion in respect of a service user
undergoing termination of a pregnancy is completed and included with the service user’s medical
record.

(4) The registered person must ensure that no termination of pregnancy is undertaken after the
20th week of gestation, unless—

(a) the service user is treated by persons who are suitably qualified, skilled and experienced
in the late termination of pregnancy; and

(b) appropriate procedures are in place to deal with any medical emergency which occurs
during or as a result of the termination.

(5) The registered person must ensure that no termination of a pregnancy is undertaken after the
24th week of gestation.

(6) The registered person must ensure that a register of service users undergoing a termination
of pregnancy is maintained, which is—

(a) completed in respect of each service user at the time the termination is undertaken; and
(b) retained for a period of not less than 3 years beginning on the date of the last entry.

(7) The registered person must ensure that a record is maintained of the total numbers of
terminations of pregnancies undertaken.

(8) The registered person must ensure that the record referred to in paragraph (7) (which may
be in paper or electronic form) is—

(a) accurate;
(b) kept securely and can be located promptly when required;

(c) retained for an appropriate period of time; and
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(d) securely destroyed when it is appropriate to do so.

(9) The registered person must ensure that notice in writing is sent to the Chief Medical Officer
of the Department of Health of each termination of pregnancy(1).

(10) If the registered person—

(a) receives information concerning the death of a service user who has undergone termination
of a pregnancy during the period of 12 months ending on the date on which the information
is received; and

(b) has reason to believe that the service user’s death may be associated with the termination,

the registered person must give notice in writing to the Commission of that information, within the
period of 14 days beginning on the day on which the information is received.

(11) The registered person must prepare and implement appropriate procedures to ensure that
foetal tissue is treated with respect.

(12) In this regulation, “certificate of opinion” means a certificate required by regulations made
under section 2(1) of the Abortion Act 1967(2).

(1) See section 4 of the Abortion Act 1967 (c.87) which requires such notice to be given by the medical practitioner carrying out
the termination. For relevant amendments see: S.1. 2002/887.
(2) The Regulations made under section 2 are S.I. 1991/499. Relevant amending instrument is S.I. 2002/887.
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