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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2010 No. 2955

The Family Procedure Rules 2010

PART 13
PROCEEDINGS UNDER SECTION 54 [F1OR SECTION 54A] OF
THE HUMAN FERTILISATION AND EMBRYOLOGY ACT 2008

The first directions hearing

13.9.—(1)  At the first directions hearing in the proceedings the court will—
(a) fix a timetable for the filing of—

(i) any report from a parental order reporter;
(ii) if a statement of facts has been filed, any amended statement of facts; and

(iii) any other evidence;
(b) give directions relating to the report of the parental order reporter and other evidence;
(c) consider whether any other person should be a party to the proceedings and, if so, give

directions in accordance with rule 13.3(3) or (4) joining that person as a party;
(d) give directions relating to the appointment of a litigation friend for any protected party

unless a litigation friend has already been appointed;

[F1(e) consider, in accordance with rule 29.17, whether the case needs to be transferred to another
court and, if so, give appropriate directions;]

(f) give directions about—
(i) tracing the other parent or the woman who carried the child;

(ii) service of documents;
(iii) subject to paragraph (2), disclosure as soon as possible of information and evidence

to the parties; and
(iv) the final hearing.

(2)  Rule 13.12 (reports of the parental order reporter and disclosure to parties) applies to any
direction given under paragraph (1)(f)(iii) as it applies to a direction given under rule 13.12(1).

(3)  The parties or their legal representatives must attend the first directions hearing unless the
court directs otherwise.

(4)  Directions may also be given at any stage in the proceedings—
(a) of the court's own initiative; or
(b) on the application of a party or the parental order reporter.

(5)  Where the court proposes to exercise its powers in paragraph (1) of its own initiative the
procedure set out in rule 4.3(2) to (7) applies.

(6)  For the purposes of giving directions or for such purposes as the court directs—



Document Generated: 2024-06-22
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the
The Family Procedure Rules 2010, Section 13. (See end of Document for details)

(a) the court may set a date for a further directions hearing or other hearing; and
(b) the court officer will give notice of any date so fixed to the parties and to the parental

order reporter.
(7)  Directions of a court which are still in force immediately prior to the transfer of proceedings

to another court shall continue to apply following the transfer subject to—
(a) any changes of terminology which are required to apply those directions to the court to

which the proceedings are transferred; and
(b) any variation or revocation of the direction.

(8)  The court or court officer will—
(a) take a note of the giving, variation or revocation of a direction under this rule; and
(b) as soon as practicable serve a copy of the note on every party.

(9)  After the first directions hearing the court will monitor compliance by the parties with the
court's timetable and directions.
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