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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations make provision for children who are not looked after by a local authority but are
provided with accommodation by voluntary organisations or in private children’s homes.
The Regulations revoke and replace, with certain amendments, the Arrangements for Placement of
Children (General) Regulations 1991 and the Review of Children’s Cases Regulations 1991 in so
far as those regulations made provision for children who are not looked after. They also replace
regulations 33 to 41 of the Fostering Services Regulations 2002 in so far as they applied to such
children.
Part 2 contains general provisions about placements. It contains provisions about the placement plan
to be prepared by the voluntary organisation or the private children’s home (regulations 4 and 5), the
assessment of the child’s health (regulation 6), the persons who must be notified of the arrangements
(regulation 7) and the arrangements for contact (regulation 8). It also makes provision for the need
to establish and retain a case record in respect of each child who is placed (regulations 9 and 10).
Part 3 makes provision relating to the placement of children by voluntary organisations with foster
parents. It imposes general requirements on responsible authorities as to the making and supervision
of placements (regulations 11 to 13).
Part 4 makes provision in respect of other duties. Regulation 14 sets out the circumstances in which
responsible authorities or local authorities must terminate placements and regulation 15 prohibits the
placement of a child by a voluntary organisation outside the British Islands. Regulation 16 imposes a
duty on local authorities to visit children who are placed by voluntary organisations or in children’s
homes and requires the local authority to report concerns to the Chief Inspector.
Part 5 prescribes the manner in which children’s cases must be reviewed. Regulation 17 sets out the
general responsibility for carrying out reviews and the need to appoint an independent reviewing
officer. Regulations 19 and 20 set out the timing of the reviews and the manner in which reviews
must be carried out. This part also makes provision for the matters which the responsible authorities
must consider when carrying out the review (regulation 21), the need to carry out a health review
(regulation 22), the need to involve certain persons in the review process (regulation 23) and the
arrangements for implementing decisions and keeping records of reviews (regulations 24 to 27).
Part 6 makes provision in respect of short-term placements (regulation 28).
An impact assessment has not been prepared for this instrument as there is no impact on business,
charities and voluntary bodies and the impact on the public sector will be minimal.
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