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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 5

Control of donations to candidates

PART 1
Introductory

Sponsorship

3.—(1)  For the purposes of this Schedule, sponsorship is provided in relation to a candidate if—
(a) any money or other property is transferred to the candidate or to any person for the benefit

of the candidate, and
(b) the purpose (or one of the purposes) of the transfer is (or must, having regard to all the

circumstances, reasonably be assumed to be)—
(i) to help the candidate with meeting, or to meet, to any extent any defined expenses

incurred or to be incurred by or on behalf of the candidate, or
(ii) to secure that to any extent any such expenses are not so incurred.

(2)  In sub-paragraph (1) “defined expenses” means expenses in connection with—
(a) any conference, meeting or other event organised by or on behalf of the candidate,
(b) the preparation, production or dissemination of any publication by or on behalf of the

candidate, or
(c) any study or research organised by or on behalf of the candidate.

(3)  The following do not, however, constitute sponsorship by virtue of sub-paragraph (1) —
(a) the making of any payment in respect of—

(i) any charge for admission to any conference, meeting or other event, or
(ii) the purchase price of, or any other charge for access to, any publication,

(b) the making of any payment in respect of the inclusion of an advertisement in any
publication where the payment is made at the commercial rate payable for the inclusion
of such an advertisement in any such publication.

(4)  The [F1Secretary of State] may, on the recommendation of the Commission, by order made
by statutory instrument amend sub-paragraph (2) or (3).

(5)  Any order under sub-paragraph (4) may not be made unless a draft of the order has been laid
before, and approved by a resolution of, each House of Parliament.

(6)  For the purposes of section 1 of the Statutory Instruments Act 1946 M1 (definition of “Statutory
Instrument”), the power to make an order which is conferred by sub-paragraph (4) is to be taken to
be conferred by an Act of Parliament.
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(7)  In this paragraph “publication” means a publication made available in whatever form and by
whatever means (whether or not to the public at large or any section of the public).

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in Sch. 5 para. 3(4) substituted (8.12.2021) by The Transfer of Functions (Secretary of State for

Levelling Up, Housing and Communities) Order 2021 (S.I. 2021/1265), art. 1(2), Sch. 2 para. 30(3)
(h) (with art. 12)

Marginal Citations
M1 1946 9&10 Geo.6 (c.36).
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Instrument associated Parts and
Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Instrument (including any effects on those
provisions):
– Sch. A1 para. 4 applied by S.I. 2023/1150 reg. 23
– Sch. A1 inserted by S.I. 2023/1150 Sch. 1
– Sch. 2 para. 3(10) amendment to earlier affecting provision S.I. 2023/1147, reg.

17(5)(a)(iii) by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 19(2)(a)(ii)
– Sch. 2 para. 3(10) inserted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 17(5)(a)(iii)
– Sch. 2 para. 4(6) inserted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 17(5)(b)(iii)
– Sch. 2 para. 9A inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(6)(a)
– Sch. 2 para. 29(1A) inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(6)(b)(ii)
– Sch. 2 para. 43(3A) inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(6)(d)(ii)
– Sch. 2 para. 43A-43D inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(6)(e)
– Sch. 2 para. 46A-46E inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(6)(g)
– Sch. 2 para. 55(6)-(9) inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(6)(h)(ii)
– Sch. 2 para. 57(1)(g) and word inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(6)(i)(ii)
– Sch. 2 para. 59A(1)(a)(ii)(iii) inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(6)(k)(iii)(bb)
– Sch. 2 para. 59A(1)(c)(ii) inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(6)(k)(iv)(bb)
– Sch. 2 para. 16C(7)(ca) inserted by S.I. 2024/43 reg. 24(2)
– Sch. 2 para. 7(14) inserted by S.I. 2023/1147, reg. 17(5)(ca)(iii) (as inserted) by S.I.

2023/1406 reg. 19(2)(b)
– Sch. 2 para. 16C(6) omitted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 12(b)
– Sch. 2 para. 16C(5) substituted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 12(a)
– Sch. 2 para. 6(5)-(7) substituted for Sch. 2 para. 6(5) by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 17(5)(c)
– Sch. 2 para. 16C(7) word substituted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 12(c)(i)
– Sch. 2 para. 59A(1)(a)(i) words in Sch. 2 para. 59A(1)(a) renumbered as Sch. 2 para.

59A(1)(a)(i) by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(6)(k)(iii)(aa)
– Sch. 2 para. 59A(1)(c)(i) words in Sch. 2 para. 59A(1)(c) renumbered as Sch. 2 para.

59A(1)(c)(i) by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(6)(k)(iv)(aa)
– Sch. 2 para. 16C(7)(b) words substituted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 12(c)(ii)
– Sch. 2 para. 16C(7)(c) words substituted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 12(c)(ii)
– Sch. 2 para. 16C(7)(d) words substituted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 12(c)(iii)
– Sch. 3 rule 34(1)(ba) inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(7)(b)
– Sch. 3 rule 49(2)(e) and word inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(7)(c)(ii)
– Sch. 3 rule 70 Form 11 substituted by S.I. 2023/1147 Sch. 8 Pt. 2
– Sch. 3 rule 70 Form 13 substituted by S.I. 2023/1147 Sch. 8 Pt. 2
– Sch. 3 rule 70 Form 12 substituted by S.I. 2023/1225 Sch. 6 Pt. 2
– Sch. 3 rule 70 Form 14 substituted by S.I. 2023/1225 Sch. 6 Pt. 2
– Sch. 3 rule 49(2)(c) word omitted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(7)(c)(i)
– Sch. 3 rule 37(1)(b) words inserted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 17(7)(a)
– Sch. 3 rule 37 table words omitted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 17(7)(b)(ii)
– Sch. 3 rule 37 table words substituted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 17(7)(b)(i)
– Sch. 3 rule 32(1)(a) words substituted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(7)(a)(i)
– Sch. 3 rule 32(1)(b) words substituted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(7)(a)(ii)
– Sch. 4 para. 27(1)(a) words substituted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(8)(a)(i)
– Sch. 4 para. 27(1)(b) words substituted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(8)(a)(ii)
– Sch. 4 para. 27(2) words substituted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(8)(b)
– Sch. 7 para. 14A inserted by S.I. 2024/428 reg. 4(3)
– Sch. 10 para. 3(1)(b)(v) inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(10)(b)
– art. 3A inserted by S.I. 2023/1150 reg. 36(3)
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– art. 13(1)(ea) art. 13(1)(ee) renumbered as art. 13(1)(ea) by S.I. 2024/131 reg. 22(2)
(a)

– art. 13(1)(ea) words inserted by S.I. 2024/131 reg. 22(2)(b)
– art. 18A inserted by S.I. 2023/1141 reg. 4(2)
– art. 22(5A)-(5F) inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 8(3)
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