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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Order)

This Order excludes from the Chapter I prohibition in the Competition Act 1998 an agreement
between the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change and representatives of the petroleum
supply industry concerning the supply of fuel in an emergency. It also excludes from the prohibition
certain arrangements implementing that agreement. The Chapter I prohibition precludes agreements
between undertakings, decisions by associations of undertakings or concerted practices which may
affect trade within the United Kingdom and which have as their object or effect the prevention,
restriction or distortion of competition within the United Kingdom. Where there are exceptional and
compelling reasons of public policy for doing so, the Secretary of State may exclude an agreement
or an agreement of a particular description from the Chapter I prohibition.

A full regulatory impact assessment of the effect that this instrument will have on the costs of
business and the voluntary sector is annexed to the Explanatory Memorandum which is available
alongside this instrument at www.legislation.gov.uk.
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