STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2013 No. 1599
REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE

The Elections (Fresh Signatures for Absent Voteegjulations
2013

Made - - - - 20th June 2013

Coming into force in accordance with regulation YL(1

These Regulations are made by the Lord PresidethedfCouncil in exercise of the powers
conferred by paragraph 7B of Schedule 4 to the é&gmtation of the People Act 2080(by
section 201(3) of the Representation of the Pedyle 1983p) and by section 7(1) of the
European Parliamentary Elections Act 2@)2(

The Lord President of the Council has consulted Eiectoral Commission about these
Regulations in accordance with section 7(1) an¢aj2and (e) of the Political Parties, Elections
and Referendums Act 20@0(

A draft of these Regulations has been laid befardidment in accordance with section 201(2) of
the Representation of the People Act 1883(nd section 13(2) of the European Parliamentary
Elections Act 2002, and approved by a resolutioaanth House of Parliament.

Citation, commencement and extent

1—(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Elest{nesh Signatures for Absent Voters)
Regulations 2013 and come into force on the day #fe day on which they are made.

(2) This regulation extends to England, Wales, ScotiamtiGibraltar.

(3) Regulation 2 extends to England and Wales.

(4) Regulation 3 extends to Scotland.

(5) Regulation 4 extends to England, Wales, ScotlandGihraltar.

(&) 2000 c.2. Schedule 4 to the Representation ofPéneple Act 2000 is under paragraph 1(2) to beedeas if it were
contained in Part 1 of the Representation of thepReAct 1983 (c.2). The power conferred on ther&acy of State by
paragraph 7B of Schedule 4 was made exercisabluoemtly by the Lord President of the Council dine Secretary of
State by the Lord President of the Council Orddr®2(5.1. 2010/1837). Paragraph 7B of Schedule 4imgsted by section
14(4) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (2)2

(b) 1983 c.2. In section 201, subsection (3) wasriadeby section 8 of and paragraphs 1 and 21 oeddb 1 to the
Representation of the People Act 2000 (c.2) and wasended by section 158(1) of and paragraphs &id)(7)(d) of
Schedule 21 to the Political Parties, ElectionsRaterendums Act 2000 (c.41).

(c) 2002 c.24. The power conferred on the Secrethi$tate by section 7 was made exercisable condlyrby the Lord
President of the Council and the Secretary of Statide Lord President of the Council Order 2010. @10/1837).

(d) 2000 c.41. In section 7, subsection (2)(a) wasrated by section 15 of and paragraph 8(1) and)(@)(@&chedule 3 to the
European Parliamentary Elections Act 2002 (c.24).

(e) In section 201, subsection (2) was substituteddnyion 24 of and paragraph 69 of Schedule 4edRépresentation of the
People Act 1985 (c.50). Subsection (2) was amenedrticle 5(b) of the Transfer of Functions (Retng Officers’
Charges) Order 1991 (S.l. 1991/1728) and was atsended by section 158(1) of and paragraph 6(1) (&) of
Schedule 21 to the Political Parties, ElectionsRaterendums Act 2000 (c.41).



M aodification of the requirement to provide fresh signaturesat five yearly intervals

2—(1) In the period beginning on 31st July 2013 a&mdling on 31st December 2014 the
Representation of the People (England and WaleglilR&gons 200X) shall have effect with the
following modification.

(2) Regulation 60A (requirement to provide fresh sigreg at five yearly intervals) shall have
effect as if for paragraph (1) there were subsiittt

“(1) Every person who remains an absent voter amolse signature held on the personal
identifiers record would be more than five yeard oh 31 January 2014 must be sent a
notice in writing by the registration officer norker than 1 August 2013 and no later than
19 August 2013—

(a) requiring the person to provide a fresh sigratand

(b) informing the person of the date (six weeksfithie date of sending the notice) on
which the person would cease to be entitled to bgteost or by proxy in the
event of a failure or refusal to provide a freginature.”.

3—(1) In the period beginning on 31st July 2013 amdling on 31st December 2015 the
Representation of the People (Scotland) Regula®@4.p) shall have effect with the following
modification.

(2) Regulation 60A (requirement to provide fresh sigrneg at five yearly intervals) shall have
effect as if for paragraph (1) there were subsiittt

“(1) Every person who remains an absent voter amolse signature held on the personal
identifiers record would be more than five yeard oh 31st January 2015 must be sent a
notice in writing by the registration officer norker than 1st August 2013 and no later than
19th August 2013—

(a) requiring the person to provide a fresh sigratand

(b) informing the person of the date (six weeksfithie date of sending the notice) on
which the person would cease to be entitled to bgteost or by proxy in the
event of a failure or refusal to provide a freginsature.”.

4—(1) In the period beginning on 31st July 2013 amdling on 31st December 2014 the
European Parliamentary Elections Regulations 2f)0dlall have effect with the following
modification.

(2) Paragraph 31 of Schedule 2 (requirement to provedsh signatures at five yearly intervals)
shall have effect as if for sub-paragraph (1) tlhvezee substituted—

“(1) Every person who remains an absent voter amolse signature held on the personal
identifiers record would be more than five yeard oh 31st January 2014 must be sent a
notice in writing by the registration officer norker than 1st August 2013 and no later than
19th August 2013—

(a) requiring the person to provide a fresh sigratand

(@ S.I 2001/341. Regulation 60A was inserted by l@gpn 34 of the Representation of the People (&mdjl and
Wales)(Amendment)(No. 2) Regulations 2006 (S.1.622910).

(b) S.12001/497. Regulation 60A was inserted by l&gpn 5 of the Representation of the People (8odfi(Amendment)
Regulations 2008 (S.I. 2008/305).

(c) S.lI 2004/293. Schedule 2 was substituted by atigml 40 of the European Parliamentary Electionsné Adment)
Regulations 2009 (S.I. 2009/186).



(b) informing the person of the date (six weeksifithie date of sending the notice) on
which the person would cease to be entitled to bgteost or by proxy in the
event of a failure or refusal to provide a freginsature.”;

Signed by authority of the Lord President of theiGol

Chloé Smith
Minister for Political and Constitutional Reform
20th June 2013 Cabinet Office

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations modify (for a limited period) Representation of the People (England and
Wales) Regulations 2001, the Representation oP#@ple (Scotland) Regulations 2001 and the
European Parliamentary Elections Regulations 200ihé with the transitional arrangements for

the implementation of individual electoral regitiva under the Electoral Registration and

Administration Act 2013. They modify the provisiorsating to the mandatory signature refresh
for absent voters so that the absent voters whddnatherwise be requested to provide a new
example of their signature in January 2014 (andsdotland, in January 2015) will instead be

requested to do so between 1st and 19th August 2013

Regulation 2 makes provision for these changeslation to absent voters for parliamentary and
local government elections in England and Walesaimending the relevant absent voter fresh
signatureprovisions in the Representation of theple(England and Wales) Regulations 2001.

Regulation 3 makes provision for these changeslation to absent voters for parliamentary and
local elections in Scotland by amending the releadnsent voter fresh signature provisions in the
Representation of the People (Scotland) Regula®@4. However in Scotland both the January
2014 and the January 2015 fresh signature regasstsrought forward to August 2013 by this
regulation because the transitional implementadiimdividual elector registration in Scotland is
scheduled to take place in 2015 as well as in 2014.

Regulation 4 makes provision for these changeselation to absent voters for European
parliamentary elections in England, Wales, Scotland Gibraltar by amending the relevant
absent voter refresh provisions in the Europeahdiagntary Elections Regulations 2004.

A full impact assessment has not been producetthifoinstrument as no, or no significant, impact
on the private, voluntary or public sectors is faen.
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