STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2013 No. 1629
CORONERS, ENGLAND AND WALES

The Coroners (Investigations) Regulations 2013

Made - - - - 2nd July 2013
Laid before Parliament 4th July 2013
Comingintoforce - - 25th July 2013

The Lord Chancellor, in exercise of the powers emefd by section 43 of the Coroners and
Justice Act 200%) and with the agreement of the Lord Chief Justitekes the following
Regulations:

PART 1

Introduction

Citation and commencement

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Coronevediigations) Regulations 2013 and shall
come into force on 25th July 2013.

Interpretation

2—(1) In these Regulations—
“2009 Act” means the Coroners and Justice Act 2009;

“bank holiday” means a day designated as a bankldywin England and Wales under the
Banking and Financial Dealings Act 19H);(

“coroner” means—
(a) a senior coroner, area coroner or assistant cgroner

(b) the Chief Coroner when conducting an investigatioder paragraph 1 of Schedule 10 to
the 2009 Act; or

(c) ajudge, former judge or former coroner conductingnvestigation under paragraph 3 of
Schedule 10 to the 2009 Act;

“document” means any medium in which informatioranf/ description is recorded or stored;

“enforcing authority” has the same meaning as itige 18(7) of the Health and Safety at
Work etc. Act 1974);

“investigation” means an investigation into a demthducted under Part 1 of the 2009 Act;

(a) 2009 c.25.
(b) 1971 c.80.
(c) 1974 c.37.



“working day” means a day that is not a Saturdayuaday, a bank holiday, Christmas Day or
Good Friday.

(2) All references to sections and schedule provisionthese Regulations are references to
provisions in the 2009 Act, unless a regulatiorcgjmally states otherwise.

(3) A reference to a Form in these Regulations is ereetce to a Form in the Schedule to these
Regulations.

Application
3—(1) These Regulations shall have effect in retatio any investigation (including any
inquest) which has not been completed before 28yh2D13.

(2) Any decision of the coroner made in relation torarestigation, or inquest as the case may

be, including any decision relating to a post-mortexamination before 25th July 2013 shall
stand.

PART 2
General

Coroner availability for urgent matters

4. A coroner must be available at all times to adslraatters relating to an investigation into a
death which must be dealt with immediately and camait until the next working day.

Register of reported deaths

5—(1) The senior coroner must keep a register adedths reported in his or her coroner area.
(2) The senior coroner must record in the registerfalewing information, when known—

(a) the date on which a death was reported under settio

(b) the deceased’s full name, gender, age and fulleaddr

(c) any other information that aids the identificatmfithe deceased; and

(d) the place of death or, if that is unknown, the platere the body was found.

Informing the deceased’s next of kin or personal ngresentative

6. A coroner who is under a duty to investigate aldeader section 1, must attempt to identify
the deceased’s next of kin or personal represeatatid inform that person, if identified, of the
coroner’s decision to begin an investigation.

Delegation of administrative functions

7. A coroner may delegate administrative, but notgiadl functions, to coroner’s officers and
other support staff.
Providing information to the registrar of births and deaths

8. Where a coroner suspends an investigation undagmph 1, 2, 3 or 5 of Schedule 1 the
coroner must provide the registrar of births andtlle with the particulars required to register the
death under the Births and Deaths Registrationl868@).

(a) 1953 c.20.



Interim certificate of fact of death

9—(1) Where a coroner has begun but not yet congleteliscontinued an investigation, he or
she may, if requested to do so by the next of kirpersonal representative of the deceased,
provide that person with a certificate of the faictieath.

(2) A coroner must use Form 1 when issuing a certéicdithe fact of death.

Resumption of investigation
10.Where a coroner resumes a suspended investigati@accordance with paragraph 7 of
Schedule 1, the coroner must notify—
(@) The next of kin or personal representative of theedised; and
(b) any other interested persons who have made theassiehown to the coroner,

of the resumption and the reason for the resumtidine investigation.

PART 3

Post-mortem examinations

Delay in post-mortem examination to be avoided

11. A coroner who considers that a post-mortem exatioimahould be made under section 14,
shall request a suitable practitioner to make plost-mortem examination as soon as reasonably
practicable.

Post-mortem examination where homicide offence isispected

12.Where a coroner is informed by a chief officepofice that a homicide offence is suspected
in connection with the death of the deceased, dihener must consult that chief officer of police
about who should make the post-mortem examination.

Notification of post-mortem examination

13—(1) Where a coroner has requested a suitable ifwaet to make a post-mortem
examination, the coroner must notify the persorisoaties listed in paragraph (3) of the date, time
and place at which that post-mortem examinatida s made.

(2) A coroner need not give such notification, wheris itpracticable or where to do so would
cause the post-mortem examination to be unreaspdalzyed.

(3) The persons to be notified are—

(a) the next of kin or the personal representativehef deceased or any other interested
person who has notified the coroner in advanceiobhher desire to be represented at
the post-mortem examination;

(b) the deceased’s regular medical practitioner, ibhshe has notified the coroner of his or
her desire to be represented at the post-mortemieaton;

(c) if the deceased died in hospital, that hospital;

(d) if the death of the deceased may have been caysad &ccident or disease which must
be reported to an enforcing authority, to that erifgy authority or the appropriate
inspector or representative of that authority;

(e) a Government department which has notified thercarof its desire to be represented at
the examination; and

() if the chief officer of police has notified the ooer of his or her desire to be represented
at the examination, the chief officer of police.



(4) Any of the persons or bodies listed in paragrapha(d entitled to be represented at a post-
mortem examination by a medical practitioner, othiy are a medical practitioner, may attend
themselves.

(5) The following persons may attend a post-mortem éxation—

(a) A representative of the chief officer of policerfrdhe police force of which he or she is
chief officer; and

(b) any other person including a trainee doctor, meditalent or other medical practitioner
but only with the consent of the coroner.

Preservation or retention of material from a post-nortem examination

14—(1) Where a suitable practitioner conducts a posttem examination under section 14
and preserves or retains material which in his @r dpinion relates to the cause of death or
identity of the deceased, he or she must providednoner with written notification of that fact.

(2) A suitable practitioner who preserves or retaingenie under paragraph (1) must provide
the coroner with a written notification that—

(a) identifies the material being preserved or retaied
(b) explains why that practitioner is of the opiniot set in paragraph (1).
(3) A written notification under paragraph (2) may—

(a) specify the period of time for which the suitablagiitioner believes the material should
be preserved or retained; and

(b) specify different periods of time in relation tdfdrent preserved or retained material.

(4) On receiving a notification under paragraph (1) ttoroner must notify the suitable
practitioner of the period of time for which he site requires the material to be preserved or
retained for the purposes of fulfilling his or Henctions under the 2009 Act.

(5) On making the notification under paragraph (4) tlgoner must also notify, where
known—

(a) the next of kin or personal representative of theedsed; and

(b) any other relative of the deceased who has notifieccoroner of his or her desire to be
represented at the post-mortem examination,

that material is being preserved or retained, #gog or periods for which it is required to be
preserved or retained and the options for dealiity the material under paragraph (6) once the
period or periods of preservation or retention ¢rasave expired.

(6) The options for dealing with material are—

(a) disposal of the material by burial, cremation dnewstlawful disposal by the suitable
practitioner;

(b) return of the material to a person listed in sutageaph (a) or (b) of paragraph (5); or

(c) retention of the material with the consent of asparlisted in sub-paragraph (a) or (b) of
paragraph (5) for medical research or other puspaseaccordance with the Human
Tissue Act 2004).

Further provisions relating to preservation or retention of material from post-mortem
examinations

15—(1) A coroner who—

(a) receives a request from a prosecuting authoritpvédt Marshal or the Director of
Service Prosecutions under paragraph 1 of ScheHule suspend an investigation

(a) 2004 c.30.



because a person may be charged with an offenedaition to the death of the deceased;
or

(b) becomes aware or is informed under paragraph Zloédile 1 that a person has been
charged with an offence in relation to, or conngetéith, the death of the deceased,

must notify the chief officer of police or proseiogt authority, of any period for which the coroner
requires material to be preserved or retained ureggration 14(4).

(2) Where the coroner is informed that a public inquéryo be held instead of an inquest, the
coroner must notify the chairman of that inquiryasfy period for which the coroner requires
material to be preserved or retained under reguidtii(4).

(3) A coroner may from time to time vary a period rietif under regulation 14(4) and must
notify both the suitable practitioner and any parswtified under regulation 14(5), 15(1) and
15(2) of the variation.

(4) Where a suitable practitioner has received a watifin from a coroner under regulation
14(4) and the suitable practitioner believes thatrhaterial should be preserved or retained for a
different period, the suitable practitioner mayuest that the coroner vary the time by providing a
notification in accordance with regulation 14(2).

(5) Where a suitable practitioner has retained materiatcordance with regulation 14 and the
period notified under regulation 14(4) has expird@t suitable practitioner must record the fact
that—

(a) the material has been disposed by the suitablditivaer or on behalf of the suitable
practitioner;

(b) the material has been delivered into the posses$iarspecified person; or
(c) the material has been dealt with in accordance reigalation 14(6).

(6) Any record made by a suitable practitioner undeagi@ph (5) must be retained by him or
her.

Post-mortem examination report
16—(1) A suitable practitioner, on completion of aspmortem examination, must report to the
coroner as soon as practicable after the exammhts been made.

(2) Unless authorised in writing by the coroner, théafle practitioner who made the post-
mortem examination may not supply any other pevgitimthe post-mortem examination report or
any copy of that report.

Discontinuance of investigation where cause of ddatis revealed by post-mortem
examination

17.Where a coroner discontinues an investigationctoelance with section 4(1) because the
post-mortem examination reveals the cause of ddaghcoroner must record the cause of death
and notify the next of kin or personal represeméadif the deceased using Form 2.

PART 4

Transfer of investigations

Transfer of investigations
18—(1) Where Coroner A and Coroner B agree to trarefieinvestigation under section 2, or
the Chief Coroner directs Coroner B to conductremestigation under section 3—

(@) Coroner A must provide Coroner B with all relevaewidence, documents and
information;



(b) Coroner B must notify the next of kin or persorgpresentative of the deceased of the
transfer; and

(c) Coroner B must notify any other interested perseing have made themselves known to
the coroner of the transfer.

(2) A coroner must fulfil their obligations under thisgulation within 5 working days of the
date the transfer is either agreed or directecssrthere are exceptional circumstances.

Costs of a transferred investigation

19—(1) Where Coroner A and Coroner B agree to traresfieinvestigation in accordance with
section 2, the relevant authority for Coroner B&saner area will be responsible for all costs
related to the transferred investigation and argp@ated inquest from the date the transfer is
made.

(2) Where the Chief Coroner directs Coroner B to cohducinvestigation in accordance with
section 3, the relevant authority for Coroner Asaner area shall be responsible for all costs
related to the transferred investigation and arsp@ated inquest from the date the transfer is
made, unless the Chief Coroner otherwise directs.

PART 5

Powers in relation to bodies

Release of bodies

20—(1) A coroner must release the body for burialcoemation as soon as is reasonably
practicable.

(2) Where a coroner cannot release the body withine83® @f being made aware that the body
is within his or her area, the coroner must natifg next of kin or personal representative of the
deceased of the reason for the delay.

Burial or cremation order

21—(1) A coroner may only issue an order authorighggburial or cremation of a body where
the coroner no longer needs to retain the bodthf®purposes of the investigation.

(2) A coroner must use Form 3 when issuing an ordbutyg a body.

Exhumation

22—(1) A coroner may issue a direction to exhume @yhbging within England and Wales.
(2) Where such a direction is made the coroner muskFasa 4.

PART 6
Disclosure and provision of information

23.Part 3 of the Coroners (Inquests) Rules 2818pplies to the disclosure of documents to an
interested person made by the coroner at any turiagithe course of an investigation.

(8) S.I.2013/1616.



Providing information to a Local Safeguarding Children Board

24—(1) Where a coroner decides to conduct an invatsbig into a death under section 1 or
directs that a post-mortem examination should béemender section 14, and the coroner believes
the deceased was under the age of 18, the corarstmutify the appropriate Local Safeguarding
Children Board within 3 days of making the decisirdirection.

(2) A coroner must provide all information to the apmtate Local Safeguarding Children
Board.

(3) In this regulation—

“the appropriate Local Safeguarding Children Boandéans the Board established under
section 13(1) or 31(1) of the Children Act 208¢within whose area the deceased died or
within whose area the body was found; and

“information” means any information that is—
(a) held by the coroner for the purposes of an invastg under Part 1 of the 2009 Act; and

(b) relates to the death of a person who was or mag bhaen under the age of 18 at the time
of death.

Power of the Chief Coroner to require information

25—(1) The Chief Coroner may at any time require iinfation from a coroner in relation to a
particular investigation or investigations that éav are being conducted by that coroner.

(2) A coroner must provide the Chief Coroner with théoimation requested under paragraph

(1).

Investigations lasting more than a year

26—(1) Where an investigation has not been completediscontinued within a year of the
date that the death was reported, the coroner nadi$y the Chief Coroner of that fact as soon as
is reasonably practicable from the date that tlestigation becomes a year old and explain why
the investigation has not been completed or digtoed.

(2) A coroner who completes or discontinues an invasbg that the coroner has previously
notified to the Chief Coroner under paragraph fi)st notify the Chief Coroner of the date the
investigation is completed or discontinued and f@®va reason for any further delay in
completing or discontinuing the investigation.

Retention and release of documents

27—(1) Any document in the possession of a coronezonnection with an investigation or
post-mortem examination must, unless a court oCthief Coroner otherwise directs, be retained
by or on behalf of the coroner for at least 15 gefitom the date that the investigation is
completed.

(2) The coroner may provide any document or copy of @mgument to any person who in the
opinion of the coroner is a proper person to hassession of it.

(3) A coroner may charge for the provision of any doeuatnor copy of any document in
accordance with any regulations made under Sché&dule

(a) 2004 c.31.



PART 7
Action to prevent other deaths

Report on action to prevent other deaths
28.—1) This regulation applies where a coroner is undetuty under paragraph 7(1) of
Schedule 5 to make a report to prevent other deaths

(2) In this regulation, a reference to “a report” mean®port to prevent other deaths made by
the coroner.

(3) A report may not be made until the coroner hasidensd all the documents, evidence and
information that in the opinion of the coroner egkevant to the investigation.

(4) The coroner—

(&) must send a copy of the report to the Chief Coremef every interested person who in
the coroner’s opinion should receive it;

(b) must send a copy of the report to the appropriaeal Safeguarding Children Board
(which has the same meaning as in regulation 24{®pre the coroner believes the
deceased was under the age of 18; and

(c) may send a copy of the report to any other perdom tive coroner believes may find it
useful or of interest.

(5) On receipt of a report the Chief Coroner may—

(a) publish a copy of the report, or a summary ofritsuch manner as the Chief Coroner
thinks fit; and

(b) send a copy of the report to any person who thef@wroner believes may find it useful
or of interest.

Response to a report on action to prevent other dédas
29.—1) This regulation applies where a person is undarta t give a response to a report to
prevent other deaths made in accordance with pgshgt(1) of Schedule 5.

(2) In this regulation, a reference to “a report” mean®port to prevent other deaths made by
the coroner.

(3) The response to a report must contain—

(a) details of any action that has been taken or witidh proposed will be taken by the
person giving the response or any other personhgheh response to the report or
otherwise and set out a timetable of the actioaniak proposed to be taken; or

(b) an explanation as to why no action is proposed.

(4) The response must be provided to the coroner wiaterttze report within 56 days of the
date on which the report is sent.

(5) The coroner who made the report may extend thegeeferred to in paragraph (4) (even if
an application for extension is made after the fioneeompliance has expired).

(6) On receipt of a response to a report the coroner—
(a) must send a copy of the response to the repdnet@€hief Coroner;

(b) must send a copy to any interested persons whindroner’s opinion should receive it;
and

(c) may send a copy of the response to any other p&rsorithe coroner believes may find it
useful or of interest.

(7) On receipt of a copy under paragraph (6)(a) theiGboroner may—

(a) publish a copy of the response, or a summary @ guch manner as the Chief Coroner
thinks fit; and



(b) send a copy of the response to any person who hiref Coroner believes may find it
useful or of interest (other than a person wholiesen sent a copy of the response under
paragraph (6)(b) or (c)).

(8) A person giving a response to a report may makéenrirepresentations to the coroner
about—
(a) the release of the response; or
(b) the publication of the response.

(9) Representations under paragraph (8) must be matleetooroner no later than the time
when the response to the report to prevent othethdes provided to the coroner under paragraph
4.

(10) The coroner must pass any representations made padegraph (8) to the Chief Coroner
who may then consider those representations aridedatether there should be any restrictions
on the release or publication of the response.

Signed by authority of the Lord Chancellor

Helen Grant
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State
2nd July 2013 Ministry of Justice
| agree.
Signed by the Lord Chief Justice
Judge, LJ
2nd July 2013 Lord Chief Justice
SCHEDULE Regulations 9, 17, 21 and 22
Forms
Form 1

Coroner’s certificate of fact of death

To whom it may concern,
C.D. (insert name):

of (insert address):

died on (insert date):

The precise cause of death, *was as follows/ *has yet to be established

*Delete as appropriate
Date:
Signature:

Coroner:



Form 2

Notice of Discontinuance

To (insert name):

The investigation into the death of C.D. has been discontinued under section 4 of the Coroners and
Justice Act 2009.

The investigation was discontinued for the following reason(s):

Date:
Signature:

Coroner:

Form 3

Order for burial

[ authorise the burial of C.D. (insert name)
aged, (insert age)
who died at, (insert time and place)

on, (insert date)
Date:

Signature:

Coroner:

10



Form 4

Direction to exhume
To

(insert the names of the Minister and churchwardens or other persons having control over the
churchyard, cemetery, or other place where the body is buried).

I have been informed that the body of C.D., has been buried in
(insert the named of the churchyard, cemetery or other place where the body is buried), and it
appears to me that it is necessary for the body to be exhumed and examined for the purposes of:

1. conducting an investigation into the death of the deceased under Part 1 of the Coroners and
Justice Act 2009; or

2. discharging a coroner’s function in relation to the body or death of the dececased, namely:
(insert function)

I direct that you allow the body of C.D. to be exhumed.
Date:
Signature:

Coroner:

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations regulate the practice and proeedlating to investigations into deaths carried
out under Part 1 of the Coroners and Justice A@9ZGhe 2009 Act”).

Part 1 of the 2009 Act introduced a new regime death investigations, which replaces the
Coroners Act 1988 and the Coroners Rules 1984. tJh@e2009 Act a coroner must conduct an
investigation into violent or unnatural deaths, tdsawvhere the cause is unknown and deaths
which occur in custody or otherwise in state detentln certain cases this investigation will
include the coroner holding an inquest.

These Regulations form part of a package of neesrahd regulations made under the 2009 Act
which come into force at the same time as thesellRégns. The Coroners (Inquest) Rules 2013
regulate the practice and procedure relating tarttpeest part of an investigation and the Coroners
Allowances, Fees and Expenses Regulations 201Qus¢the quantum and method of calculating
allowances, fees and expenses relating to invéisiigaand inquests.
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