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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2013 No. 376

The Universal Credit Regulations 2013

PART 2
ENTITLEMENT

In Great Britain

Temporary absence from Great Britain

11.—(1)  A person’s temporary absence from Great Britain is disregarded in determining whether
they meet the basic condition to be in Great Britain if—

(a) the person is entitled to universal credit immediately before the beginning of the period
of temporary absence; and

(b) either—
(i) the absence is not expected to exceed, and does not exceed, one month, or

(ii) paragraph (3) or (4) applies.
(2)  The period of one month in paragraph (1)(b) may be extended by up to a further month if the

temporary absence is in connection with the death of—
(a) the person’s partner or a child or qualifying young person for whom the person was

responsible; or
(b) a close relative of the person, or of their partner or of a child or qualifying young person

for whom the person or their partner was responsible,
and the Secretary of State considers that it would be unreasonable to expect the person to return to
Great Britain within the first month.

(3)  This paragraph applies where the absence is not expected to exceed, and does not exceed, 6
months and is solely in connection with—

(a) the person undergoing—
(i) treatment for an illness or physical or mental impairment by, or under the supervision

of, a qualified practitioner, or
(ii) medically approved convalescence or care as a result of treatment for an illness

or physical or mental impairment, where the person had that illness or impairment
before leaving Great Britain; or

(b) the person accompanying their partner or a child or qualifying young person for whom they
are responsible for treatment or convalescence or care as mentioned in sub-paragraph (a).

(4)  This paragraph applies where the absence is not expected to exceed, and does not exceed,
6 months and the person is—

(a) a mariner; or
(b) a continental shelf worker who is in a designated area or a prescribed area.
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(5)  In this regulation—
“continental shelf worker” means a person who is employed, whether under a contract of
service or not, in a designated area or a prescribed area in connection with any activity
mentioned in section 11(2) of the Petroleum Act 1998(1);
“designated area” means any area which may from time to time be designated by Order in
Council under the Continental Shelf Act 1964(2) as an area within which the rights of the
United Kingdom with respect to the seabed and subsoil and their natural resources may be
exercised;
“mariner” means a person who is employed under a contract of service either as a master or
member of the crew of any ship or vessel, or in any other capacity on board any ship or vessel
where—
(a) the employment in that other capacity is for the purposes of that ship or vessel or its crew

or any passengers or cargo or mails carried by the ship or vessel; and
(b) the contract is entered into in the United Kingdom with a view to its performance (in

whole or in part) while the ship or vessel is on its voyage;
“medically approved” means certified by a registered medical practitioner;
“prescribed area” means any area over which Norway or any member State (other than the
United Kingdom) exercises sovereign rights for the purpose of exploring the seabed and subsoil
and exploiting their natural resources, being an area outside the territorial seas of Norway or
such member State, or any other area which is from time to time specified under section 10(8)
of the Petroleum Act 1998;
“qualified practitioner” means a person qualified to provide medical treatment, physiotherapy
or a form of treatment which is similar to, or related to, either of those forms of treatment.

(1) 1998 c.17.
(2) 1964 c.29.
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