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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2016 No. 274

The Utilities Contracts Regulations 2016

PART 1
GENERAL
CHAPTER 2

ACTIVITIES

Water

11.—(1)  In the case of water, these Regulations apply to the following activities—
(a) the provision or operation of fixed networks intended to provide a service to the public in

connection with the production, transport or distribution of drinking water;
(b) the supply of drinking water to such networks.

(2)  These Regulations also apply to contracts or design contests awarded or organised by utilities
which pursue an activity referred to in paragraph (1) and which are connected with one of the
following—

(a) hydraulic engineering projects, irrigation or land drainage, provided that the volume of
water to be used for the supply of drinking water represents more than 20% of the total
volume of water made available by such projects or irrigation or drainage installations;

(b) the disposal of treatment sewage.
(3)  The supply by a utility, other than one which is a contracting authority, of drinking water

to fixed networks which provide a service to the public shall not be considered a relevant activity
within the meaning of paragraph (1) where both of the following conditions are met—

(a) the production of drinking water by that utility takes place because its consumption is
necessary for carrying out an activity other than one referred to in paragraph (1) and
regulations 9 to 12;

(b) the supply to the public network depends only on that utility's own consumption and has
not exceeded 30% of that utility's total production of drinking water, on the basis of the
average for the preceding three years, including the current year.



Changes to legislation: 
The Utilities Contracts Regulations 2016, Section 11 is up to date with all changes known to be
in force on or before 30 July 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future
date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– Regulations revoked by 2023 c. 54 Sch. 11 para. 7

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Instrument associated Parts and
Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Instrument (including any effects on those
provisions):
– reg. 21(1)(c)(i)(aa) words substituted by S.I. 2019/560 reg. 9(12)(a)(i) (This

amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Affecting Regulations revoked
(20.11.2020) by S.I. 2020/1319, regs. 1(3), 2(a))

– reg. 21(1)(c)(i)(bb) words substituted by S.I. 2019/560 reg. 9(12)(a)(ii) (This
amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Affecting Regulations revoked
(20.11.2020) by S.I. 2020/1319, regs. 1(3), 2(a))

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/54/schedule/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/54/schedule/11/paragraph/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/560
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/560/regulation/9/12/a/i
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/560
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/560/regulation/9/12/a/ii

