
S T A T U T O R Y  I N S T R U M E N T S  

2018 No. 655 

SOCIAL WORK, ENGLAND 

The Professional Standards Authority for Health and Social Care 

(Fees) (Social Work England) Regulations 2018 

Made - - - - 28th May 2018 

Laid before Parliament 4th June 2018 

Coming into force in accordance with regulation 1 

The Secretary of State makes the following Regulations in exercise of the powers conferred by 

sections 25AA(1), (3), (10) and (11) and 38(7) of the National Health Service Reform and Health 

Care Professions Act 2002(a). 

In accordance with section 25AA(12) of that Act the Secretary of State has consulted the 

Authority(b), Social Work England, and such other persons as the Secretary of State considered 

appropriate. 

Citation, commencement and interpretation 

1.—(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Professional Standards Authority for Health and 

Social Care (Fees) (Social Work England) Regulations 2018. 

(2) They come into force on the day on which section 39(1) of the 2017 Act (registration) comes 

into force. 

(3) In these Regulations— 

“the 2017 Act” means the Children and Social Work Act 2017; 

“chargeable period” has the meaning given in regulation 2(3) and (4); 

“fee notice” has the meaning given in regulation 6(1); 

“periodic fee” means a fee payable by Social Work England by virtue of regulation 2; 

“the register” means the register of social workers in England referred to in section 39(1) of 

the 2017 Act; 

“relevant function” means a function exercised by the Authority in relation to Social Work 

England set out in regulation 3; 

“registered social worker” means a person whose name appears on the register. 

                                                                                                                                            
(a) 2002 c. 17; section 25AA was inserted by paragraph 4 of Schedule 4 to the Children and Social Work Act 2017 (c. 16). 
(b) “The Authority” means the Professional Standards Authority for Health and Social Care: see section 25(1) of the National 

Health Service Reform and Health Care Professions Act 2002, which has been amended by section 222(2) of the Health and 
Social Care Act 2012 (c. 7) (“the 2012 Act”). 
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Obligation on Social Work England to pay fees to the Authority 

2.—(1) Social Work England must pay the Authority a periodic fee in respect of each 

chargeable period, in respect of the relevant functions. 

(2) A periodic fee is an amount determined or re-determined by the Secretary of State in 

accordance with the method described in regulation 5. 

(3) The first chargeable period— 

(a) begins with the 1st April following the coming into force of section 39(1) of the 2017 Act 

(registration); and 

(b) ends with the following 31st March. 

(4) Each subsequent chargeable period begins with 1st April immediately following the end of 

the preceding chargeable period, and ends with the following 31st March. 

Relevant functions 

3. The relevant functions are functions under the following provisions of the National Health 

Service and Health Care Professions Act 2002— 

(a) section 25(2)(a) (general functions of the Authority); 

(b) section 25AA(5) (funding of the Authority); 

(c) section 25B(1)(a)(b) (power to advise), but only to the extent that fees are not payable in 

respect of the performance of those functions under section 25B(2); 

(d) section 26(1) and (2), to the extent that section 26(2A)(c) does not apply (powers and 

duties of the Authority: general); 

(e) section 26B(1) and (4)(d) (duty to inform and consult the public); 

(f) section 29(4) (reference of disciplinary cases to court); 

(g) paragraphs 15(1) to (4) and 16(1) and (2) of Schedule 7(e); and 

(h) paragraph 16(3) or (4) of Schedule 7 to the extent to which they may be performed by the 

Authority. 

Obligation to require information from Social Work England 

4.—(1) The Secretary of State must, by notice in writing, require from Social Work England 

such information as the Secretary of State considers necessary for the purpose of determining a 

periodic fee. 

(2) A notice given under paragraph (1) must specify the time by which any information 

requested in that notice is to be provided to the Secretary of State. 

(3) The Secretary of State may, in writing, extend the time specified in a notice to such later date 

as the Secretary of State considers reasonable. 

                                                                                                                                            
(a) Section 25(2) was amended by section 223(1) of, and paragraph 62(a) of Schedule 15 to, the 2012 Act. 
(b) Section 25B(1)(a) was inserted by section 225(1) of the 2012 Act. 
(c) Section 26(1) and (2) was amended by paragraph 62(b) of Schedule 15 to the 2012 Act, and sub-section (2A) was inserted 

by section 229(2) of the 2012 Act.  
(d) Section 26B was inserted by section 117 of the 2008 Act, and amended by sections 223(6) and 229(7) to (9) of, and 

paragraph 62(d) of Schedule 15 to, the 2012 Act. 
(e) Paragraph 15 was amended by paragraph 62(h) of Schedule 15 to the 2012 Act; paragraph 16 was amended by section 

114(6) of the 2008 Act, and by section 223(14) of, and paragraph 62(h) of Schedule 15 to, the 2012 Act. 
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Method for determining the amount of a periodic fee 

5. The amount of a periodic fee is determined in accordance with the formula— 

NRFR ×  

where— 

“FR” is the sum which the Secretary of State determines the Authority requires in respect of 

each registered social worker in order to perform the relevant functions; and 

“NR” is the number of registered social workers on such date as is specified by the Secretary 

of State in a notice issued under regulation 4(1). 

Time for payment and interest payable 

6.—(1) The Secretary of State must send a written notice to Social Work England (the “fee 

notice”) stating the amount of a periodic fee which is payable by Social Work England and 

specifying the chargeable period to which it relates. 

(2) A periodic fee must be paid by the due date. 

(3) The due date is that specified in the fee notice or, in the case of a re-determined periodic fee 

pursuant to regulation 7, in the amended fee notice. 

(4) The due date must not be earlier than 30 clear days after the date of the notice. 

(5) Where Social Work England does not pay the full amount of the periodic fee by the due date, 

it must pay interest to the Authority on the outstanding amount of that fee. 

(6) Interest is to accrue daily from the day immediately following the due date at the annual rate 

of 1.5% above the Bank of England base rate. 

(7) For the purposes of paragraph (6), “Bank of England base rate” means— 

(a) the rate announced from time to time by the Monetary Policy Committee of the Bank of 

England as the official dealing rate, being the rate at which the Bank is willing to enter 

into transactions for providing short term liquidity in the money markets, or 

(b) where an order under section 19 of the Bank of England Act 1998(a) is in force, any 

equivalent rate determined by the Treasury under that section. 

Re-determining the amount of a periodic fee 

7. The Secretary of State may re-determine the amount of a periodic fee, at the request of the 

Authority, at the request of Social Work England or on the Secretary of State’s own initiative. 

 

 

 

 Nadhim Zahawi 

 Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 

28th May 2018 Department for Education 

 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Regulations) 

These Regulations are made under the National Health Service Reform and Health Care 

Professions Act 2002 as amended by Part 2 of the Children and Social Work Act 2017 (“the 2017 

Act”), which made changes to the way in which social workers in England are regulated. In 

particular the 2017 Act established a body corporate, Social Work England (“SWE”), as the 

regulator of social workers in England in place of the Health and Care Professions Council. 

                                                                                                                                            
(a) 1998 c.11. 
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The Professional Standards Authority for Health and Social Care (“PSA”) carries out functions in 

relation to SWE. These Regulations require SWE to pay a periodic fee to the PSA in respect of the 

carrying out of those functions. They prescribe the functions in relation to which a periodic fee is 

payable, set out the way in which the amount of the fee is to be determined, and make provision in 

relation to payment and any interest. 

A full impact assessment has not been produced for this instrument as no, or no significant, impact 

on the private, voluntary or public sector is foreseen. 
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