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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2020 No. 620

The Merchant Shipping (Prevention of Pollution
by Sewage from Ships) Regulations 2020

PART 4
Survey and Certification of Ships

Extension of periods of validity of Sewage Certificates by a Certifying Authority

18.—(1)  The Certifying Authority that issued a Sewage Certificate in respect of a United
Kingdom ship may extend the period of validity of that Certificate—

(a) to a maximum period of five years provided that—
(i) the remaining period of validity for that Certificate prior to the extension is less than

five years; and
(ii) any surveys required under regulation 13 (surveys of United Kingdom ships) have

been carried out; and
(b) for a period not exceeding three months if—

(i) a renewal survey has not been completed before the date of expiry of that Certificate;
(ii) at the date of expiry, the ship is not in the port in which the survey is to be carried

out; and
(iii) it appears to the Certifying Authority that it is proper and reasonable to do so solely

for the purpose of enabling the ship to proceed to the port in which the survey is
to be carried out.

(2)  Where the period of validity of a Sewage Certificate has been extended under paragraph (1)
(b), the ship in question must not leave the port of survey until a new Sewage Certificate has been
issued in respect of that ship.

(3)  Subject to paragraph (4), the Certifying Authority who issued the Sewage Certificate in
respect of a ship engaged solely on short voyages may extend the period of validity of that Sewage
Certificate for a period not exceeding one month.

(4)  A Certifying Authority must not extend the period of validity of a Sewage Certificate under
paragraph (3), if the period of validity of that Sewage Certificate has already been extended under
paragraph (1) or (3).

(5)  Where the period of validity of a Sewage Certificate is extended under paragraph (1) or (3),
the Certifying Authority in question must endorse the Sewage Certificate in accordance with the
relevant form set out in the Appendix.

(6)  In this regulation “short voyage” means a voyage which—
(a) does not exceed 1,000 nautical miles between the last port of call in the State in which the

voyage begins and the last port of call in the voyage before beginning any return voyage;
and
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(b) on any return voyage does not exceed 1,000 nautical miles between the port of call in
which the ship begins its return voyage and the first port of call in the State in which the
voyage began,

and for the purposes of this definition no account is to be taken of any deviation by a ship from its
intended voyage due solely to stress of weather, or any other circumstances that neither the master,
nor the owner, nor the charterer if any, of the ship could have prevented or forestalled(1).

(1) The definition of “short voyage” derives from IMO Resolution A.1104(29). Resolutions of the IMO can be obtained from the
IMO Library at 4 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7SR and from www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/Pages/Default.aspx; email:
media@imo.org; telephone: 020 7587 3134. They will also be made available via the Foreign and Commonwealth Office
treaties database (https://treaties.fco.gov.uk/responsive/app/consolidatedSearch/#home).
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