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PART 19
EXPERT EVIDENCE

When this Part applies

19.1.—(1)  This Part applies where a party wants to introduce expert opinion evidence.
(2)  A reference to an ‘expert’ in this Part is a reference to a person who is required to give or

prepare expert evidence for the purpose of criminal proceedings, including evidence required to
determine fitness to plead or for the purpose of sentencing.

[Note. Expert medical evidence may be required to determine fitness to plead under section 4 of
the Criminal Procedure (Insanity) Act 1964(1). It may be required also under section 11 of the
Powers of Criminal Courts (Sentencing) Act 2000(2), under Part III of the Mental Health Act
1983(3) or under Part 12 of the Criminal Justice Act 2003(4). Those Acts contain requirements
about the qualification of medical experts.]

(1) 1964 c. 84; section 4 was substituted, together with section 4A, for section 4 as originally enacted, by section 2 of the
Criminal Procedure (Insanity and Unfitness to Plead) Act 1991 (c. 25), and amended by section 22 of the Domestic
Violence, Crime and Victims Act 2004 (c. 28).

(2) 2000 c. 6.
(3) 1983 c. 20.
(4) 2003 c. 44.
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