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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2023 No. 275

The Higher-Risk Buildings (Descriptions and
Supplementary Provisions) Regulations 2023

Meaning of “building”

4.—(1)  Subject to paragraph (2), where a structure is not attached to any other structure, that
structure is a “building”.

(2)  Subject to paragraph (5), where a structure that is not attached to any other structure contains
one or more independent sections, each independent section is a “building”.

(3)  Subject to paragraph (4), where two or more structures are attached, that set of structures
are a “building”.

(4)  Subject to paragraph (5), where two or more structures that are attached contains one or more
independent sections, each independent section is a “building”.

(5)  Paragraphs (2) and (4) do not apply while a building is being constructed or proposed to be
constructed.

(6)  An “independent section” is a section that—
(a) has access, which can be reached from anywhere in the section, for persons to enter and

exit the wider building; and
(b) either—

(i) has no access to any other section of the wider building; or
(ii) only has access to another section of the wider building which does not contain a

residential unit.
(7)  “Access” means a doorway, archway or similar opening but does not include a doorway,

archway or similar opening intended for exceptional use including emergency use or use for the
purpose of maintenance.

(8)  The “wider building” means—
(a) in relation to a section of a structure that is not attached to any other structure, that structure;
(b) in relation to a section within two or more structures that are attached, that set of structures.

(9)  Where a section is a “building” pursuant to paragraphs (2) or (4), any plant room containing
equipment for the provision of services to that section is to be considered as part of that building.

(10)  The rule in paragraph (9) does not apply to the reference to “building” in sub-paragraphs (i)
and (ii) of section 73(1) of the 2022 Act and in section 73(2) of that Act.
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